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OR BUSINESS OR PLEASURE, you'll find 
the Swift 125 practical for fast, safe, 
comfortable flying. 









Even if you're a newly licensed pilot, you can 
easily fly the Swift 125. You'll get pleasure 
out of the extra power and speed of the 125 



















5 wore id yo pa 
h.p. Continental engine... you'll fall in love 
with the smooth response and stability of the BIG PLANE PERFORMANC 
modern, low-wing design. You'll like the 140 mph. Cruising Speed 16,000 ft. Service Ceiling 
economy of operation and upkeep of this all- 48 mph. Landing Speed 1,000 fpm. Rate of Climb 
metal plane. 575 mile Range (with aux. 100 Ib. Baggage 
tank) Capacity 
Your nearby Swift Dealer invites you to fly EQUIPMENT 
the New Swift 125. , 
. : Standard Flight and Motor Hydraulic Wheel Brakes 
Compare it with any Instruments Parking Brakes 


other plane under Navigation Lights Dual Controls 
$6,000 h Hydraulic Flaps Cabin Heater 
‘ + + ee Steerable Tail Wheel Metal Top Canopy 
are, you Il choose the Retractable Landing Gear Lighted Compass (Deluxe 








Emergency Gear Lowering Models) 








Swift 125. Mechanism Aeromatic”™ Propeller 
Gear Indicator Lights (Deluxe Models) 
Hydraulic Shock Absorbers Two-Way GE Radio 
Self-starter and Generator (Deluxe Models) 











NEW FEATURES FOR ’48 
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IN THE SWIFT 125 
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NON-STOP RANGE INCREASED 25%, up to 575 METAL TOP CANOPY shodes cabin from direct NEW CABIN WINDOW improves appeoronce, 
miles mox., with new ouxiliory fuel tonk favailable rays of sun. Hinges up and locks for easy entrance § gives side visibility Flat shelf behind seat for hats, 
as aon accessory). New fuel venting system increases and exit. Now stondard equipment on all models of log books, mops, etc 

safety the Swift 125 





Texas Engineering & Mfg. Co. 


P. O. Box 6191S Dallas, Texas 


OTHER TEMCO PRODUCTS: U. S. and foreign governments and airlines use our facilities 
for oircraft modification, conversion, and overhau! in important volume. General products in- 
clude vending machines, Coca-Cola truck bodies, metal cabinets, and parts for many products 
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| fue Pyng Red flee 


| Serves Three Airports 


NORTH CONCHO, shown in the aerial view above, is operated by Lee 
Williams (inset left), veteran of many years in the business. Ably assisted 


by Clint Behrens, North Concho offers full flight training, maintenance 





service and Mobiloil Aero and Mobilgas Aircraft. 


SAN ANGELO MUNICIPAL, efficiently managed by Dennis Hum- 
phreys, has complete Mobilgas and Mobiloil Aero service available to visiting 
flyers, conveniently dispensed from a Mobilgas Aircraft tender. Shown 
in the photograph below, from left to right, Dennis Humphreys, Ed 
Williams, of Magnolia’s Fort Worth District, and N. W. Alexander, 


Magnolia Aviation Representative. 





AND SKY HARBOR, owned and 
operated by R. O. Livingston, has excel- 


lent accommodations for visiting flyers 


> 
that include Mobiloil and Mobilgas. t 
a 


During Bob Livingston’s flying business 


trips, Sky Harbor is left in the able ’ Es ° 


+ 
hands of attractive Mrs. Livingston, . € 
. 


shown above. 
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Mobilgas aircrart Mobiloil aero 
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by LUSCOMBE 





In the Air 


On the Ground 
AMERICA’S MOST DISTINGUISHED 4-PLACE PERSONAL PLANE 


SOUTHERN FLIGHT 
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ONLY Sthaire Shes 


HAS ALL THESE EXTRA FEATURES 


Specifications 


Powerplant: Continental E-165, 6-cylinder, horizontally-opposed, 
aircooled engine, rated at a maximum of 165 horsepower at 2,050 
rpm. Normal cruising power, 120 hp. at 1,850 rpm. Fuel capacity, 
42 gallons. Fuel consumption, 9 gallons per hour. Oil capacity, 10 
quarts. Propeller type: Fixed pitch, wood. Propeller diameter, 80 
inches. Dimensions: Span, 38 feet; overall length, 23 feet 6 inches; 
overall height, 6 feet 10 inches; maximum cabin height, 52'/2 inches; 
maximum cabin width, 45'2 inches; baggage compartment, six 
cubic feet; maximum cargo space, 60 cubic feet; door sizz, 30x45 
inches. 


Wing area (including Ailerons), 165 square feet. Ailerons, 16.86 
square feet. Fin, 9.83 square feet. Rudder, 7.65 square feet. Stabi- 
lizers, 21.3 square feet. Elevators, 17.1 square feet. Window area: 
Arp. 3,716 square inches. 


Performance* 


High Speed, over 140 mph. Cruising Speed, 130 mph. Stalling 
Speed (with flaps), 55 mph., (without flaps) 58 mph. Rate of 
Climb (sea level, gross load), 900 feet per minute. Service Ceiling, 
17,000 feet. Absolute Ceiling, 17,500 feet. Range, over 500 miles. 
Take-off Run, 800 feet. Landing Roll, 500 feet. 


Standard Equipment 


Deluxe interior; automotive-type walnut-grain instrument panel with 
Silchrome trimming; all seats quickly removable; spacious glove 
compartment; wheel controls; hydraulic instant-action brakes on 
pilot's side; parking brake; spring-interconnected rudder and 
aileron controls; easy opening windows in both doors; hat throw 
behind rear seat; exceptionally large doors; clean-easy pinstripe 
all-wool upholstery, side panels and kick panels; all-wool rug; 
foam-rubber seat cushions; roomy baggage compartment beneath 
rear seat; complete soundproofing around cabin area; cabin heater 
and four individual fresh-air ventilators; overhead front sunshades; 
sun visors; no-slip cargo straps; locks on both doors; four sturdy 
leather hand-hold straps; normal flight and engine instruments; 
ignition lock; wheel-type elevator tab control; mixture control; 
three automotive‘type individual cigarette lighters and ash trays, 
front and rear; metallic bronze deluxe interior trim; hydraulic flap 
actuating mechanism; front seats individually adjustable to occu- 
pants; seat backs fold forward; balanced controls; electric starter; 
wood fixed-pitch propeller; full swivel steerable tail wheel; Lus- 
combe landing lights; generator; engine primer; position lights; 
instrument panel lights; dome light; propeller spinner; engine 
shielding. 


With fixed wood prop 


LUSCOMBE AIRPLANE CORPORATION 


Box 2128 Dallas 1, Texas 


For Further Information 


Consult Your Nearest Silvaire Dealer 
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Right and Left Rear Seat Ash Trays 
with Lighters 
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Right and Left individual Reor Sect 
Ventilators 





Sunshades, Sun Visor, Airline Ventiletors, 
Cord Wrapped Wheels, Comfortable 
Seats and Room to Spore 
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including MODERN AIRPORTS 





COVER: New 4-place Aeronca Sedan, photographed at Hugh Currie 
Ranch near Amarillo, Texas, during SOUTHERN FLIGHT trip-test for 
basis of article on page 15. It features a metal wing on conventional 

Aeronca fuselage with 145-hp. Continental engine. 
(SOUTHERN FLIGHT Photo by Tom W. Collins.) 
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AIR Report 


Significant Trends in the News 





Permanent Feeder Certificates 


What can be considered a major 
Civil Aeronautics Board decision of 
recent years will be the one covering 
Pioneer Air Lines’ request for a 
permanent certificate, hearing date to 
be set soon by CAB. The first feeder 
type operation in U. S. air transport 
history, Pioneer is operating on an 
extended three-year temporary cer- 
tificate which expires next year. Out- 
come of the forthcoming hearing 
might determine whether some newly 
certificated lines ever start up and 
possibly whether feeders now operat- 
ing can continue in business. It is now 
generally recognized that without 
permanent certification feeders simply 
can’t raise sorely needed capital from 
investors. While many competent ob- 
servers consider Pioneer a _ junior 
trunk line instead of a feeder, there’s 
little doubt but that its excellent op- 
erating record and the development 
of traffic over its routes will in- 
fluence the Board to grant a perma- 
nent certificate, thereby strengthen- 
ing the entire feeder line picture by 
making investment far more attrac- 
tive than it is today. 


Lightplanes for Military 


There is considerable substance in 
the hope that military services includ- 
ing the U. S. Air Force will purchase 
and find a growing number of spe- 
cialized uses for present personal air- 
craft production models. The ground 
forces already have discovered valu- 
able utility in some eighty Navions 
purchased from North American just 
before the sale of the design last year 
to Ryan. The U. S. Air Force has 
been negotiating for the purchase of 
Navions. 


2,4-D Dust Outlawed 


CAA prohibition of spreading 2, 
4-D dust by aircraft last month at 
the request of the Department of 
Agriculture might set off a chain re- 
action of similar prohibitions by in- 
dividual Southern states plus tight 
state control and licensing of dust- 
ing and spraying operations. Late in 
June the Louisiana state legislature 
adopted stringent legislation outlaw- 
ing 2,4-D dust and calling for state 
regulation of the aviation dusting and 
spraying industry. Principal com- 
plaints are from cotton planters. Op- 
erators fear over-regulation from 
hastily conceived laws, and that the 
prohibition may extend to spraying 
2,4-D liquid, not now affected. 


Gl Flight Training Saved 


A last minute rally of strong avia- 
tion forces and friends of GI flight 


(Continued on page 26) 
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FLIGHT TESTED 
AVIATION OlL 


Gives You Trouble-Free Flying 


Mr. Delmer M. Miller, owner, 
Plains Flying Service, Amarillo, 
Texas, pictured with one of his 
planes flownin cherter and air 
ambulance service. 

All Mr. Miller's planes wse 
Sky Ranger Aviation Oil 
exclusively. 





New Safety ... New Engine Protection for your plane, regardless of size with SKY 
RANGER Aviation Oil. This lubricant, developed and refined especially for aircraft 
engines, has been used and proven in engines from 65 hp. to 2100 hp. ... from Cubs 
to P.38's. Reduce engine trouble caused by improper lubrication ... ask at your 


airport for SKY RANGER Aviation Oil. 


from 65 hp. to DC-3’s 


Since we started using Sky Ranger, all of these engines have been 
functioning perfectly with no stuck rings or clogged oil screens 
Reed Pigman, owner 
American Flyers 
Fort Worth, Texas 


:ore than satisfied 


| am more than satisfied with the performance of Sky Ranger and 
the results seen in the engines when overhauled 

Delmer M. Miller 

Plains Flying Servic 


Amarillo, Texas 


PREMIER oi rere company 


OF TEXAS 


FORT WORTH 1, TEXAS 
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Ask at your Airport 
for SKY RANGER 
Aviation Oil. 











Refined from 
Pennsylvanian Semouhen Age 


Crude Oil from the Fields of 
Ranger, Texas 
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among 
ourselves 





HE aviation curve at last 
has ceased its painfully long, 
drawn-out postwar descent. Practical- 
ly every sign indicates that all seg 
ments of the industry have leveled off 
ind have reached the first semblance 


of stabilization since the wring-out 


\ comprehensiy ind analytical re 
view of the industry’s largest manu 
racturers, thos¢ primarily concerned 
with military work, show that red 
ink is disappearing and that opera 


, | ] 
tions for the coming months will be 


Although the airline 
situation is not as rosy, the Civil Aero 


nmautics Board is beg nning to w ike up 


, Lt 
retroactive mall pay while 


ind order 
the airlines themselves have made great 
progress in Cleaning up tneir own 


houses Likewise, non scheduled civil 


iviation has passed throu yh the worst 
of the w ing-out and Deginning to 
bounce back percept bly from the 
oughest jolt ts history Alert, pro 
gressive opera . re boasting about 
-ood business conditio vhile con 
nuation of GI flig! t ne for at 
east inothe: yea \ prevent tne 
bankruptcy of many mall operators 
ind the cl sing oF the ttle luirports 

W e do not ne to mply that 
prosperity is just ind the cornet! 
Aviation’s prob en still legion 
No panacea was Tf ] ! the 80th 


OPTIMISTIC NOTES 


Congress to make life a bed of roses 
for those who have been hardy enough 
to survive the wringing out process. 
But those who deny that reaching the 
bottom isn’t the next best thing to 
prosperity just aren't being realistic. 
We are much closer to normalcy in 
the aviation business today than we 
were during any one of the war years. 

Perhaps the most optimistic fea- 
tures of the present times are the ap 
pearance ot some salesmen on the 
scene and the return of some old 
fashions d competiti yn. W hile these 
elements should assist commercial 
iviation to get back into the groove, 
it might be a good idea for the mili 
tary services to devise a hard-to-get 
peacetime version of the wartime 


Army-Navy “E,” 


speed and economy are taken into con- 


wherein efficiency, 


sideration. Such an award, if not given 
out W holesale as Was the wartime 
counterpart, might mean a let in 


employe moral. whic! 


» i yust as im 
portant now as it was during the first 
couple of years after Pearl Harbor 
We might feel more optimistic if 
Uncle Sam would remember what in- 
centive meant in the factories and in 
the military services during the wat 
Today it Seems they have lost the 
ecipe. Yet incentives are just as im 
portant now as they were then. Per 


n ips more so 


DON’T TURN OFF THE LIGHTS 


LIHCUGH there ire 10 
reliable statistics to bear 


the belief that the s more cross 
yuntry night flying by personal plan 
ywners than ever before, we are con 
frdent it is a fact. With faster, cleane 


nore comtortab 


onal aircraft, many owners are find 


ng greater utility through partial us, 


ind dep. nd ible per 


~ their equipment tor night flying 


n clear weather. In view of this ac 
tivity, we beli ve it would be a tragic 
ror to abanden the evolving beacons 


long the civil airways. Such a step 
was been proposed is an economy meas- 
ire because the airlines no longer usc 
these now ld-fashioned aids to ait 

\pparently the people who make 
the proposal don’: realize there ar: 
nore than 90,000  personally-owned 
itt as against 1,000 air transports 
ind that the owners of the 90,000 


don’t intend to stand idly by and let 
the tail Ww iv the d xz. Besides, Uncle 


Continued on page 23 
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Cadets 
in Jets 


For the first time in history, Air Force 
cadets may now advance directly from 
primary flight training to jet fighter 
equipment. 

This is made possible by the Lockheed 
TF-80€ 


of the famous Lockheed P-80 Shooting 


new two-place trainer version 


Star, standard jet fighter of the United 
States Air Force. 

The Air Force and Lockheed, work- 
ing hand in hand, engineered into the 
TF-80C all the outstanding features 
of the P-80: its performanc e, Its experi- 
ence, its simplicity, its ease of mainte- 


nance, its producibility.* 


The TF-80C is further proot of the 
leadership of Lockheed in the field of 
jet propulsion 


‘Quick mass-production characteristics 


LOCKHEED 


AIRCRAFT CORPORATION 


BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 


Coming—Aur Force Day — Sept. 18 
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By Major Al Williams, arias, “TATTERED WING TIPS,” 


Gulf Aviation Products Manager, Gulf Bidg., Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 
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WE PRESENT \S; 


The worlds finest oil for light aircraft engines! 


It Frees Sticking Valves and Rings and Keeps Them Free Longer! 








It took 6 years ot experimental work—in- More hon DELWeen ern (According to actual servic« 
lud r over 100.000 hours of fleet service tests by over 100 Operators it Saves yOu money on malor 
testing—to bring you Gultpride Aviation overhauls! 
Oil—Series D Foreign matter cleaned from engine surfaces is kept separate ind in 
This super lubricant is a fully detergent uspension. Itt hushed away at otl drains o you've less wear and 
lispersent type with oxidation inhibitors and you save money by replacing fewer parts! 


anti-form agents, especially tailored for horizontally opposed , 
t ‘ : Ppos We're not predicting the above, we're telling you what's 


enyvines oP , . 
actually happened in service tests . . . telling what Gulfpride 
Here's what that means: Aviation Oil—Series D—will do for your engine! 
\ worry from stuck valves or rings! (And if you've got Remember, though, that Gulfpride Aviation Oil—Series D— 
anv that are sticking now, Gulfpride Aviation—Series D—will is made expressly for horizontally opposed engines. For all other 
unstick ‘en save you money on top overhauls!) types, keep on using Gulf Aviation Oil or Gulfpride Motor 





$0 THAT EVERY PILOT CAN GET] |----TO LET ANY DEALER OR| [IN THE WORLO/ BUT YOULL] |...-r4aT GOOD GULF / 
E. 


GULFPRIDE AVIATION-SERIES | |OPERATOR HANDLE THIS || STILL HAVE TO SEE YOUR. 
D-WE'RE GOING--* _ | |JONLY-LUBRICANT-OF-ITS-KIND|| GULF DEALER FOR--- AVIATION GASOLINES, 







































SOUTHERN FLIGHT 


Ax. RAFT PILOTING has come a long 
way since the old “seat-of-the-pants” days, and 
a large measure of this advance is credited 
to Pioneer flight instruments —instru- 
ments that have made possible the safe, effi- 
cient type of flying that is being done today. 
In particular are the three basic references so 
vital to positive control of the plane's 
direction, attitude, and rate of turn—the 
Gyro Flux Gate* Compass, the Gyro 
Vertical Indicator, and the Electric Turn 
and Bank Indicator. To insure the mavxi- 
mum of safety and dependability for your 
aircraft, build your flight group around 
these universally accepted essentials by 
Eclipse-Pioneer. 


Registered trade marks Bendix Aviation Cor 


DIRECTION 


ONEER 








Eelipse-Pioneer ~ 


TETERBORO, NEW JERSEY AVIATION CORPORATION 
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Flight 
Performance 


Comes from 
Service Aground 


| [.. BG 
Gentile pressure on the wheel and you climb into the early morning air for a fast, aes 


comfortable cruise to distant appointments, to visit the city or explore new pleasure 
resorts. Yours is matchless performance in a Beechcraft, symbol of personal flying 
ot its best. 





Keep it that way, always, by demanding the finest in 
maintenance. Let our Beechcraft Sales and Approved 
Service Stations assist you through diligent and skillful 
servicing, conscientiously striving to earn your trust and 
appreciation through performance 


You can rely on the Beechcraft Sales and Approved 
Service Stations listed on this page for maximum perform- 
ance and satisfaction. We employ courteous, alert, fac- 
tory-trained specialists, who follow factory methods and 
use specialized tools and equipment designed fer Beech- 
crafts. Complete service with minor and major repairs 
and progressive maintenance for all your needs—fuel and 
oil, radio, propeller, aircraft and engine. Full stocks of 
parts, accessories and supplies at all times, and we fur- 


nish your ground transportation, clean your windshield 
and check your landing gear as a routine. You'll find our 7 eS BUTLER COMPANY =. = 








stations on leading airports, at all times friendly and Airplane Sales Division 

attractive For your nearest Beechcraft Sales and Ap- 

proved Repair Stations, at home or in your travels, consult 223 W. Monroe St. CHICAGO, ILL. 
the accompanying list Drew Field TAMPA, FLORIDA 
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and, LAlop Tove 
SERVICE STATIONS 








* * HARTE FLYING SERVICE: - 
- SOUTHWEST AVIATION SERVICE, INC. - Municipal Airport = WICHITA. KANSAS 


Hangar 2, Municipal Airport 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 

















- TULSAIR DISTRIBUTORS, INC. - * 2 © «© @& BE PENN *- °° » 


Hangar 5, Municipal Airport 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA Gregg County Airport LONGVIEW, TEXAS 
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Alexander sized up the job ...and wept 


e 


ie vend has it Alexander we pt when he decided there were too many worlds 
for one man te conquer, Today = businessman often feels the same way 


. When he faces one of those jobs that look impossible 


. s . . 

To equip executives and personnel to tackle comfort and swift convenience of a Beecherait, 

impossible * jobs, many of America’s foremost executives and personne | find lense I pos- 
corporations place company-owned air trans sible” jobs often are the easiest of all. 
portation at their disposal. Their nine-place \ note on your letterhead bring~ an informa- 
Beechcraft Twin-Engine Executive Transports tive brochure on The Air Fleet of American 
operate at 200 mph on the companys own Business,” with full details on the 200 mph 
schedules. They eliminate the waste of execu Executive Transport. Address Beech \ireraft 
tive time and conserve energy as well. In the Corporation, Wichita, Kansas, U.S.A, 


BEECHCRAFT 
KECUTIVE TRANSPORT 


MODEL @ 


BEECHCRAFTS ARE THE A/R FLEET OF AMERICAN BUSINESS 
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Airlines fly on Gud Giwusliode 


needed. Most of these men are grad- 


Se Commercial airline profits are 
made in the au .and good ground 
work in the factories and in the 
hangars micas Wire Tite between 


overhauls, less time on the ground. 


>e It's the maintenance man’s good 
groundwork in the hangar that keeps 
the airliner tuned up to take off on 
schedule .and Sperry’s good 
groundwork in the laboratory and in 
the factory helps him do his job even 


better and quicker 


ae Every piece of Sperry aero- 
nautical equipment is engineered and 
manufactured to give the maximum 
of trouble-free hours in the au 

and for easy accessibility and serv- 


icing on the ground at the regular 


12 


scheduled airline overhaul periods. 


>< To make servicing of Sperry 
products still easier for the mainte- 
nance crew. Sperry conducts special 
traming schools. Here the airlines’ 
key maintenance personnel learn to 
service Sperry equipment and teach 
others in its best use all to assure 
more efficient and more economical 


operation, 


Se And in the field. Sperry Service 
Engineers themselves are always on 


call whenever. wherever service is 


uate engineers. Their main job is to 
help the customer by making sure 
that his Sperry equipment and its 
installation give him the best pos- 
sible service. 


Se Meanwhile. Sperry research and 
engineering look to their Field Serv- 
ice Engineers and the many Sperry- 
trained maintenance men among its 
customers for the vital performance 
data that help Sperry build new and 
better aids for aviation. 


GD SPERRY GYROSCOPE COMPANY 


DIVISION OF THE SPERRY CORPORATION ¢ GREAT NECK, N.Y. 


NEW RK CLEVELAND NEW ORLEANS 


LOS ANGELES 


SAN FRANCISCO SEATTLE 
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2. “Flying my Cessna is easy. | 


find it relaxing invigorating . as 
simple as driving a car! With Cessna’s 


flaps—I float in to short-field 


safely 


full-range 
landings easily, And Cessna’s 
Patented Safety 


out the 


Landing Gear smooths 


roughest runways. 













See the New 140 


powered by a C-90 Continental Enaine which 


ae 


NOT to fly !” 


1. “No more sleeper hops 
bucking traffic—for yours truly! After 
thirty years on the road, I’ve found the 


no more 


my territory in 
my own Cessna 140! It’s a 
with all-metal structure 


easy way to cover 


real cross- 
country plane 


and a luxurious cabin. 





make 


3. “I travel farther 
money—yet spend more time at home! My 
Cessna’s cruising speed of over 105 m. p. 
h. and 450-mile range get me there and 
back in a hurry. And if it takes 
a sale—what of 


ten 
minutes extra to close 


it—I make my own schedules!”’ 





Cessna 


i 








jevelops more horsepower at less RPMs for faster take-off and 





climb, substantia 
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y greater cruising speed far quieter operation 






more 





ONLY CESSNA OFFERS 
A COMPLETE LINE OF 
PERSONAL PLANES 





ee 
CESSNA 170 


The low-cost, 4-place “Family Car of the 
Air.” Easy to fly— economical to operate 
—plenty of room for the whole family 
(4 adults) plus luggage. Never before 
has such room, speed, comfort and utility 
been offered at anywhere near the same 
price. All-metal structure. 145 H. P. Con- 
tinental Engine —over 120 m. p. h. cruising 
speed—500-mile range! See it! 





CESSNA 190-195 


Practical 4-5 place personal or company 
airliners. All metal—airline-type engines 
—Hamilton Standard Constant Speed 
Propellers—every safety and comfort 
feature. Yet surprisingly economical to 
own and operate. You get about 12 miles 
per gallon of gas! The 190 has a 240 
H. P. Continental Engine and cruises at 
well over 160 m. p. h. The 195 has a 300 
H. P. Jacobs Engine and cruises at over 
165 m. p. h. Both have ranges of over 
700 miles. 


See Your Cessna Dealer 


MAIL THIS COUPON 





Cessna Aircraft Co., Dept. SF, Wichita, Kansas 

| Please send free literature giving complete 

| description of the Cessna 170 ( ); Cessna 120, 
140 ( ); Cessna 190, 195 ( ); Literature for 

| model builders { )} 

| 

! 

| 

| 

' 






The 


See the new Aeronca Sedan now at the distributor-dealers listed 
on this page and receive your demonst-ation of its unp-ecedented 
low-price advantages The utmost in safety and small-field 
performance with more head room, leg room, width, comfort 
Try for yourself its speed combined with safe, easy handling 
Recognizing new standards for cabin roominess, visibility, sim 
plicity and economy, you'll agree that the new 4-place Aeronca 
Sedan offers utility for the entire family. It's at home on the 
farm and around the airport 


AN EXCLUSIVE COMBINATION OF FEATURES 


Simplicity in flight, day or night Small-field performance 
Ext-aordinary versatility sibility, capacity. Traditional quality 
at lowest cost Power plant, 145-hp. Continental Cruising 
speed at 75 per cent power with full g "OSs weight at sea level, 


DISTRIBUTORS 





Dickerhoof Flying Service 


Municipal Airport 


CHANUTE, KANSAS 











Southwest Aircraft 


Meacham Field 


FORT WORTH, TEXAS 











Southern Aviation 
Corporation 


Municipal Airport 
SHREVEPORT, LA. 


At home 
on th farm 


a 
and around the GY port 


4-Place Acronea Sedan 


105 mph. and |12-mph. at optimum altitude. Rate of climb 
650 fpm. (gross weight sea level). Gross weight, 2050 Ibs. 
Baggage allowance, 120 Ibs. Fuel, 36 gals. 


Construction features a single-strut, all-metal wing, spar, rib 
and skin. Extra rugged welded tubular steel fuselage. Standard 
equipment includes exhaust mufflers and effective soundproofing 
for cabin quiet, front and rear cabin heaters, all standard in- 
struments, twin landing lights, navigation lights, map light, in- 
strument light, glove compartment, ash receivers front and rear, 
hydraulic toe brakes, parking brake, steerable full-swivel tail- 
wheel, removable rear seat for spacious cargo hold, starter, 
generator, battery, rich upholstery and headliner with deep- 
cushion seat comfort. 


Only the 1948 Aeronca Sedan offers you all these advantages 
at such a low price, making family flying possible on a safe, 
dependable, comfortable, economical basis. 


$4,795 


See the distributor-dealers listed on this page today 


Better Wy yo ‘ 


DIRECT FACTORY DEALERS 





Brown Airport 


Sales & Service, Inc. 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 




















Stillwater Flying Service 


AL GUTHRIE 
Municipal Airports 
STILLWATER AND OKLAHOMA CITY 
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Once used to slow approaches, we found the Aeronca 4-place an excellent short-field airplane on a tour of wheat fields. It stalls at 53 


with power off, at 50 with power 


SOl 


THERN FLIGHT Photo by Tom W. Collins.) 


Flying the Aeronca Sedan 


Designed for the low-price category, 
the 4-place Sedan features roominess and simplicity 


HOSE who judge aeronau 
tica progress by nose 


—_ 
vheels, airfoil thinness and tancy in 


strument panels probably will find 
little interest in Aeronca’s new 4-place 
Sedan. But there are others — those 
vho gauge private flying expansion 
DY the numbe ct pe ple who can 
conomically utilize personal planes 
n thei: workaday lives who will 
find much of nterest in the new 
\eronca’s very large and comfortable 
cabin, vast window areas, thick all 


tal wing and _ short-field landing 
ind take-off characteristics 

It used to be necessary to invest Ove! 
$6,000 to obtain a personal airplane 
with 4 seats and the Aeronca’s roomi 


ness. You got more spced in the deal, 


t is true. But then there are plenty 
ot people who want and need 4 seats 
but who cannot afford so large an 
investment in speed, which they may 
need but which they cannot afford 
in price. They will gladly settle for 
100 mph. to 105 mph. if two extra 
seats, sufhcient cabin space for com 


fort without fancy frills or compli 


cated gadgets. Aeronca engineers have 
given them just that in the 4 place 
Sedan it only $4,795 

Or so it seemed to us atter we took 
1 new Aeronca Sedan on a round of 
farm fields through Texas’ Panhandle, 
with Bob Wemple as pilot, to analyze 
ts performance on the farm as well 
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oss-country, lil the while 
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vatching the reaction of people who 


needed and could use such an airplane. 


Specifications 


Look at all that room!” was the 
usual comment as _ curious pilots 
stepped up beside the single wing strut, 
swung wide the big door and poked 
1round in the Aeronca cabin. It is the 
largest cabin in a 4-place airplane they 
had ever seen. Next question: “How 
much power?” Then they’d actually 
walk around to the nose to see the Con- 
tinental 145. From there we unfolded 
the factory specifications: Span, 37 
fr. 6 in.; length, 25 ft. 3 in.; height, 
7 ft.; cruising speed (75 per cent 
power, full gross weight), 105 mph. 
at sea level and 112 mph. at optimum 
iltitude; top speed (sea level, full 
120 mph.; fuel capac- 
stalling speed (power 


gross W eight )s 
ity, 36. gals.; 
off), 53 mph.; rate of climb (first 

weight), 
2,050 Ibs.; 


minute, sea lev el, gross 
650 fpm.; gross weight, 
177 \Ibs.; baggage 
useful load 


empty weight, 1, 
illowance, 120 I|bs.; 
873 Ibs.; wing area, 200 sq. ft., 


ind wing loading, 10.2 Ibs./sq. ft. 


By BOB WEMPLE and 
TOM ASHLEY 


Standard equipment: Mufflers, front 
and rear cabin heat, twin landing 
lights; navigation lights, map light, 
instrument light, three ash receivers, 
hydraulic toe brakes, parking brake, 
steerable full-swivel tail wheel, 12- 
volt starter, engine-driven generator, 
battery. 


In the Air 


When we first flew the Aeronca 
Sedan, Distributor Roy Taylor at 
Meacham Field, Fort Worth, simply 
leaned his bulk on the doorway of his 
office and pointed out to the ramp: 
“Go on out and hop it, boys. You 
don’t need me with you. Just get in 
and you'll see how simple it is with- 
out any suggestions from me.” 

At 5,000 ft. with power on the 
Aeronca stalled at 50 mph. indicated 
air speed, mushing smoothly along 
straight ahead with plenty of aileron 
control. With power off it stalled at 
53 mph. Our angle of attack was so 
high and the stall so tame it is difh- 
cult to believe anybody will encounter 
trouble in the Aeronca. 

What we had to get used to was 
the Aeronca’s best landing speed. On 
our first several landings we held 80 
in the glide and got down to about 
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70 over the fence. The Aeronca just 
kept on floating across the field. Final- 
ly we settled on a 75-mph. glide with 
60 over the boundary and were using 
only about 400 feet of the strip for 
landing. It has no flaps—only 4-place 
now on the market without them. 

Best climb in the Sedan, at least 
to us, was at 75 mph. We clocked it 
at 700 fpm. with three occupants 
and full tanks. 

Fred Barnard, Aeronca factory rep- 
resentative, delivered a demonstrator 
to us for our cross-country, and with- 
out any preliminaries we were on our 
way—two of us up front with Pho- 
tographer Tom W. Collins in the big 
roomy back seat. From Fort Worth 
to Amarillo was 313 miles by the 
course we followed. We made it in 
2 hrs. 55 mins. with a 15-mph. cross- 
wind at 4,000 ft., averaging 107 mph. 
from the moment we left the ground 
until we taxied up to the ramp at 
Shelby Kritser’s excellent Tradewind 
Airport at Amarillo. 


Farm Flying 


After lunch in the comfortable and 
clean airport cafe, hotel reservations 
were made for us by the operator. But 
instead of going to town, we took off 
for parts North to land at some wheat 
fields and cattle ranches. Some miles 
out of Sunray, Texas, surrounded by 
carbon black plants whose giant smoke 
plumes can be seen for seventy miles 
or more on a clear day, we spotted a 
farm strip and glided in. We had flown 
60 miles in 35 minutes by the time we 
cut the switch by a water hole. From 
a nearby lot walked Luther and Roy 
Browder, each of whom owns and flies 
a 4-place airplane, and their partner, 
J. B. Craig, who’s going to buy a 4- 
place for his son one of these days. 

Their farm consists of 9 sections 
(640 acres each) which they own and 
4+ sections which they rent. Most of it 
is in wheat and the Craig-Browder 
team go in for “big stuff” for their 
harvesting, using Caterpillars instead 
of tractors, each drawing 4 combines 
with a 20-ft. cutter each for a single 
swath of 80 ft. Harvesting on this 
scale demands an unusually-heavy 
spare parts supply. But the two per- 
sonal planes they operate have solved 
their breakdown problems, eliminat- 
ing costly delays in getting the grain 
in. 

From there we flew 48 miles to the 


Hard-to-believe roominess characterizes 
the new Aeronca as these photos show. 
Behind rear seat is a very large baggage 
compartment, in which photographer rode 
to make bottom picture at 5,500 ft. (note 
altimeter readifg). Great expanse of 
windows and low seats make visibility 

outstanding. 

(SOUTHERN FLIGH' 

Photos by Tom W. Collins.) 


SOUTHERN FLIGHT 
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Jerry MeGarraugh wheat farm, land- 
ing in a lot when we spied a brand- 
new hangar by the barn. But McGar- 
raugh had sold his airplane. “Got too 
small,” he said. “I’m getting me a new 
4-place; sold the 2-place.” That’s hap 
pening all through the Panhandle, we 
learned. Most of the farmers started 
with 2-place trainers. Sure enough, 
they learned what airplane salesmen 
hadn’t learned — that it is work, not 
mere flying, which the farm airplane 
is supposed to perform. Two-place 
types have their utility on small farms 
but wheat isn’t grown in patches out 
in the Panhandle; it’s big business all 
the way through. It’s the same with 
cattlemen, such as Hugh Currie of 
Amarillo, who uses a 4-place airplane 
to operate his 24-section ranch. 
From the Browders to McGarraugh 
we averaged 96 mph., and from there 
to another farm, which we buzzed but 
left without landing, and back into 
Amarillo for our night stop, we flew 
90 miles, making a total of 186 miles 
for the afternoon farm tour in 2 hrs. 


How to Save Gas 


Our speed dropped because we 
climbed to 7,000 ft. on the way into 
Amarillo to cool off and to experi- 
ment with the Aeronca’s mixture con- 
trol. That 31 gallons we consumed 
between Fort Worth and Amarillo 
seemed like too much and we wanted 
to reduce consumption by leaning out 
the mixture at altitude. We got it 
down to 9.1 gals. per hour that after- 
noon but the next day, including two 
\irport stops and one farm stop, where 
we hopped two farm boys, we averaged 
only 7.9 gals. per hour for the return 
flight from Amarillo to Fort Worth. 

The 145 Continental in the Aeronca 
responds very well to lean mixture but 
you've got to have altitude to make 
it really efficient. We held 7,000 fr., 
pulled out the mixture control until 
the revs dipped slightly, and then 
eased the control in just a fraction 
until the revs steadied at 2,450. We 
cruised at the same rpm. on the way 
out to Amarillo at 4,000 ft., indicat- 
ing 106 mph. At 7,000 ft. on the way 
back we indicated 96 mph. Our two- 
day tour had logged 9 hours aloft and 
our average speed, ground to ground, 
was 101.4 mph. Our experiment with 
the mixture control on half of the trip 
resulted in an average fuel consump- 
tion for the entire trip of 9.2 gals. per 
hour. Fred Barnard, the Aeronca fac- 
tory man, says his experience has been 
an average of 8.3 gals. per hour. We 
have talked with Hans Groenhoff, the 
well-known aviation photographer, 
who made a cost-to-coast trip in a new 
Aeronca Sedan following our experi- 
ence, and he averaged about the same 
as Barnard. As for speed, we believe 
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Easy to handle on the ground with hydraulic toe brakes and steerable tailwheel, Aeronca 
was spotted at gas pumps on Shelby Kritser’s busy Tradewind Airport at Amarillo. By 


leaning the mixture at altitude, we cut the 


145-hp. Continental's consumption to 7.9 


gals. per hour at 2,450 rpm., recommended cruising speed. 
(‘SOUTHERN FLIGHT Photo by Tom W. Colli: 


Aeronca’s figure of 105 mph. is okay 
for 75 per cent of power without 
wind. It will do it. 


Good Flying Characteristics 


All in all, the Aeronca Sedan has 
good flying characteristics with in- 
herent stability. There is ample fuse- 
lage length and good rudder stability. 
That big all-metal wing, with 200 sq. 
ft. of area, has only slight dihedral. 
It is a smooth-flying wing and, to- 
gether with the high tailwheel mount- 
ing on a tubular skid, it gives the air- 
plane plenty of stability on the ground 
in high winds. 

The Sedan’s landing gear is very 
stiff and while that may be criticized 
on some points in rough fields, it aids 
ground-handling in winds. A_ wing 
just won’t dip. Aeronca softened the 
gear a shade by eliminating one shock 
ring on each side—it started with 3 
and now has only 2 to the side. Inci- 
dentally, there is a good reason why the 
gear is stiff—economy. Simplicity it- 
self, the Aeronca gear saved $150 in 
costs and 32 Ibs. in weight. 

But back to the wing. It probably is 
one of the lightest all-metal wings ever 
designed, weighing only 78 Ibs. per 
panel, according to Factory Man Bar- 
nard. Its single strut is attached aft of 
the door, leaving downward visibility 
from the front seat completely un- 
obstructed. Our photographer liked 
this feature. 

Visibility is extremely good from the 
cabin. You sit well below the wing in 
the Aeronca and the windows are 
about the largest we have ever seen 
in a 4-place airplane, especially the 
windshield glass, which is tremendous. 
Visibility over the cowl is good. Cabin 
roominess is a standout and foam rub- 
ber cushions are comfortable. Unusual 
soundproofing has been achieved for 
cabin quiet but the Aeronca needs 


more ventilation, as all airplanes. We 
liked the 


brakes. 


Aeronca’s hydraulic toc 

The stabilizer trim is too sensitive, 
we believe. On one take-off we had 
just given it full throttle when we 
noticed the tail was heavy and cut the 
gun—the stabilizer had been rolled all 
the way back by an airport tinkerer 
while we were eating. Re-trimming, 
we taxied back to the end of the run 
way and started all over. We had al 
ready experienced the trim’s sensitiv« 
ness in flight and wanted no part of 
it on a take-off. Just a quarter of a 
turn of the cabin control will give a 
great amount of trim change in the 
Acronca. 

Aeronca has in the 4-place Sedan 
1 good companion airplane to its 2 
place Chief. A Chief pilot will have 
no trouble when he steps into the 
bigger ship — he'll find himself at 
home with no more gadgets or com- 
plications, but with a whole lot more 
roominess and utility. But he will find 
different take-off performance with 
different loads. We noticed the take 
off varied considerably when carrying 
two persons and when carrying four 
persons, under full load conditions. 
The Sedan will carry the load, all 
right. That is its chief feature. Its 
roominess and 873-lb. useful load, 
especially its very large baggage com- 
partment with 120-lb. allowable, have 
won it more praise than any other 
features. 

If you have needed an honest 4- 
place airplane, which will seat every- 
body with plenty of room, you'll find 
it in the new Aeronca, a_ notable 
achievement in economical persona! 
airplane design and manufacture 
which should have a considerable in- 
fluence on the utility of family fly 
ing for those who cannot afford the 


investment formerly necessary. * * * 
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Our Luscombe at Idabel! Airport, where Operator Bill Myers had guide, boat 















we 


- 


+ ete, ; 


: ae 
wre) + adele eras We 
" . oe ae “2 haps, Rone py ra 
ane . Res py Lo 


“ 


a 


~ 


,. * 


me ebb Spare tadMipad hi. +, ated poe ME >. 





= . 
a ‘ fe ll Ge my 


bass and eat 


SST DLS fete arora ALI Malena 









os hes Se a ae ae " per at 


meals and transportation waiting. All we did was snare 


Float Fishing for Airmen 


An enterprising airport operator introduces 
fliers to Little River bass and scenic beauty 


E’VE done a lot of fishing 

\X, and hunting in search for 
stories and pictures of interest to fly 
ing sportsmen. There was, for example, 
’ junket to Florida where we hunted 
illigators in float planes, landing in 
backland swamps few white men hav« 
ever seen except from high above. 
Once we chased wild geese far up in 
Hudson Bay country, finding them by 
the thousands but getting marooned 
without food or supplies when weather: 
prevented a supply plane from reach 
ing our camp with the Indians. We've 
gone after Rainbows in the _ high 
Rockies and we've fought denizens ot 
the sea from swivel chairs aboard 
luxurious yachts. Always and in all 
places we have found the private ait 
plane to be the sportsman’s best means 


of successfully locating ind catching 


rame. 


; , 
But we're always anxious for a new 


experience. The latest expedition by 
plane introduced us to float fishing 
for bass. Casting from a float is not 
ulchough this was our 


been 


entirely new 
nirst The stream we fished had 
‘floated”’ only once before our trial 
It was Little River, swift, beautiful 
water which tumbles down from 
Southeast Oklahoma into Arkansas 
Number One float had been made the 
week before by Dewey Mauk, Okla 
homa Cessna distributor, and his luck 
with a fly rod was so successful the 
Editors of SOUTHERN FLIGHT sent us 
hurrying to Idabel, Oklahoma, for a 
trial 

From Dallas a heading of 60 degrees 
in the SOUTHERN FLIGHT Luscombe 
got us to Idabel, 128 miles away, in 


time for supper with Bill Myers, w ho 
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| Vards and Prctures 
Ks, - Mans Groen hoff 


operates Idabel Airport and who con 
ceived float fishing on Little River 
1s a special service to airmen. Myers 
lives on the airport, a fine turf field of 
200 acres with 3,200-ft. East-West, 
2,600-ft. North-South and 2,900-ft 
diagonal strips. His home is in_ the 
tastefully decorated wing of the all 
port lodge, which separates the land 
ing field proper from adjacent City 
Park, a beautiful, tree-filled play 
ground. In addition to Myers’ in 
genuity in establishing float fishing 
for airmen, another index to his pro 
gressiveness as an airport operator is 
the town of Idabel’s airmindedness 
With a white population of less than 
3,000, this little Oklahoma com 
munity has eight privately-owned air 
planes and Bill Myers was about to 
close deals for Number 9 and Num 


| ] 
ber 10 while we were there 


On the Water Early 


Next morning Myers awakened us 
at 5 a.m. and after breakfast, Clyde 
Tinsley’s truck drove up with a boat, 
1 portable refrigerator filled with iced 
drinks and a picnic lunch of fried 
chicken with fruit, cookies and candy 
We pulled out for an early start, ex 
ictly on schedule without a minute of 


waiting. We were to hit the water at 





6 a.m. Exactly at that hour our guide, 
Slim Jones, shoved our float off a gravel 
beach into the swift current, launch 
ing us on a new kind of fishing ex 
pedition. Last week the bass had risen 
to the fly. We had not brought a fly 
rod. Would they take our casting 
lures? Slim, who talked of smallmouth 
bass, wasn’t sure. “Just put that bait 
right slap up against the brush along 
the bank and you'll find out, because 
they're in there waitin’,” was his eager 
suggestion. We slapped the bank, but 
nothing happened. Then we tried the 
rapids, where clear water pitched 
downhill in a choppy race. The bass 
weren't there, either 

‘Pretty 
Slim’s only offering as his eyes avoided 


scenery, anyway,” was 
us. A friend who had accompanied us 
ind was enjoying the experimerital 
search for bass holes, took a different 
ipproach to the puzzle. “If it were a 
lake, we’d have roused a fish by now. 
There’s no lake that wouldn’t yield 
it least one bass to all the casting 
we've done this morning. I’m be 
ginning to think a river has a different 
nature than a lake. All a fish has to do 
in this stream is lie low while the cur 
rent parades assorted ofterings past 
him. In a lake he’d have to scrounge 
iround to find something attractive 
and that’s where he would strike our 
lures. But not here. These fish must 
be too lazy to move out of their beds.”’ 

We were beginning to feel the same 
way when suddenly it happened. At 


SOUTHERN FLIGHT 
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Slim, our guide, swore bass were around 
He put our float right where we wanted it 


the end of a thirty-foot cast to the 
opposite side of a peaceful little pool 
the glassy surface was shattered as if 
by dynamite. We tensed as bronze 
urced upward in a shower of spray and 
yur rod doubled under the impact of 
the flashing bass. As we outlasted the 
smallmouth’s strength, we came to 
learn these were not lazy fish even 
though they were slow to rise to our 


lure. They were gamier than lake bass 
Fighting Yearlings 


that’s for me!” 





Yearling bass 
smiled our companion as he directed 
Jones downstream to the next peace- 
ful pool. “Put us over close to the 
shady side and let’s see if another 


yearling is around.” Slim Jones put 
him right where he wanted to be and 
he shot a Hawaiian Wiggler into the 
target. Dynamite was detonated as 
the Wiggler slapped the water sound 
another bass, 


fighting the nylon line with all his 


lessly and out leaped 
yearling’s vigor. But the rapier steel 
of the rod had automatically fixed the 
hook, allowing the bass full play with 
out a chance of a getaway. 

This was everything Myers had said 


it was, highting swift-watel small 


mouths while floating eftortlessly 
down a picturesque stream, fenced in 
by canyon-like walls of ash, cotton 
wood and willow trees with under 
brush and steep banks barring the 
choice waters to any approach other 
than the float’s. 

Noon found the iced drinks and 
country-fried chicken hungrily dis 
posed of and two hours later, again 
exactly on schedule, Slim beached our 
float on another shelf of gravel where 
Myers and Tinsley had managed to 
drive the truck in order to pick us up 
We had fished eight hours of steady 
casting and we had the answer to our 
question. Little River bass can be 
taken as successfully with casting rod 


is with the fly. Our stringer, with its 
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We shoved off at 6 a. m., exactly on time. 
Yearling bass—that's for me!" (Right 


beautiful specimens of fighting beauty, 
was ample proof even to Myers, him- 
self a fly addict. 

“Wonderful,” commented Myers on 
viewing our casting rod’s success. “But 
with a fly rod you could have tied 
into the fightingest bream in this coun 
try. Little River has fine bass as you 
have proved. But that’s just half the 
story. Its bream fishing is known tar 
ind wide as being just about tops.” 

As soon as we had arranged for 
Myers to call us when conditions 
next became favorable for good fish 
ing, we loaded the Luscombe for the 
flight. 


homeward Flying 
who might be tempted to try this 


sportsmen 
unique experience of float fishing on 
Little River should make their reset 
vations ahead of time with Bill Myers 
it Idabel Airport, for at the present 
his facilities are limited to only 4 


fishermen at a time. 


Package Deal 


If there's an opening, you'll find 
everything precisely arranged once you 
irrive. If that’s in the afternoon, you 
schedule will start with a fine dinner. 
You'll sleep in a comfortable bed and be 
routed at 5 a.m. for breakfast for that 
6 a.m. shove-off on the float. Then at 
3:30 p.m. you'll be returned to the ait 
port for take-off. Or you might arrive 
early in the morning, say 6 a. m. In 
that case you can take a briefer float 
trip so as to take off for home six 
hours later. In either case you'll not 
have to bother with any detail once 
you arrive. That’s a major feature of 
the outing—all you do is fish. They’ll 
even clean ‘em for you and ice them 
down in a tin container so you can fly 
‘em home without soiling your ai 
plane. Bill Myers is a flying fisherman 
himself—he knows what you want 


and he deli ers * * * 


Slim rests as another is strung (Above) 
Down river, we loaded float in carry-all 




































































Standardization Center 
for Transport Training 


Air crew training for many airlines and private transport fleets features 
elaborate operations at American Airlines’ Ardmore school 


HOSE who toiled for ef- 
T ficiency in the rapid expan 
sion of airline operations would call 
recent years “hectic” or worse. But 
great strides were accomplished in a 
complicated process of acquiring 
larger payrolls, stretching routes, ac 
celerating speed. Speed itself has been 
the most spectacular idvance — the 
uirlines bridged years of normal prog 
ress when they jumped, within a period 
of months, from 150-mph. DC-3 and 
200-mph. DC-4 speeds to 300-mph. 
DC-6 schedules Many a difficult 
hurdle was undertaken in that sudden 
transition, not the least of which 
was training. 

As the first airline to assemble a 
complete “300-mph. passenger fleet,” 
American Airlines was also the first 
to tackle the difficult problems in 
volved in training for that fleet (Conv 
ir 240 replacement of DC-3’s this 
year on all passenger schedules will 
complete the 300-mph. transition) 
AA established on a surplus military 
uirport in Southeastern Oklahoma 
the largest self-contained commercial 
airline training school ever operated in 
peacetime. 

Here at Ardmore, Oklahoma, as at 
no other AA installation except possi 
bly its vast maintenance base at Tulsa, 
can be studied the behind-the-scenes 
influence of 5-mile-a-minute passen 
ger schedules. Few in earlier airline 
growth could have visioned the scop« 
of this influence, the changes imposed 
on the old order as C. R. Smith and 
Ralph Damon got under way with 
their postwar push-up towards bigness 
and greatness to meet trafhe demands. 
Going through the AA Training Cen- 
ter at Ardmore the visitor gets the 
idea AA has branched out into the 
training business as a separate cor 
porate activity. Its bigness, complete 
ness and specialization seem far beyond 
the actual needs of any single airline. 

Catching up with expansion in air- 
line departments other than training 
demanded the scale which AA applied 
to its Ardmore operation. This is indi 
cated by the Training Center’s im 
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pressive accomplishments during the 
two years of its operation W hich be- 
gan in June, 1946. During those 24 
months a total of 2,586 students had 
been trained by AATC, of which 1,554 
were pilots (of the remainder, 413 
were stewardesses, 296 agents, 282 
mechanics, 22 dispatchers and 18 field 


sé hool ground instructors. } 


Contract Training for Others 


Not all of these were AA personnel. 
American Airlines is in the training 
business not only for its own passen- 
ger, mail and cargo operations but for 
outsiders, including non-air carriet 
“customers.” Most of this outside busi 
ness comes from other airlines — 
Braniff, Continental, Western, Linea 
Acropostal, Flota Aerea Mercante Ar 
gentina, Peruvian International, Aktie 
baloget Aerotransport, Panair do Bra- 
zil, and Royal Dutch Airlines. But 
other customers include CAA, Gen 
eral Motors Corp., ANTSCO, Mon- 
santo Chemical Co., and Noble Drill- 
ing Corp. Pilots and mechanics from 
these operators are trained by AA on 
1 regular commercial basis at com- 
mercial hourly rates. 

Training has become “big business” 
by every measure at AATC. Flight 
instruction during the first 24 months 
of its operation totalled 13,940 hrs. 
45 mins.; 20,000 landings were re 


corded. Most of this was in DC-4, 
DC-6 and Convair 240 trainers. But 
some was in twin Beechcrafts for com- 
pany crews such as Monsanto Chemi- 
cal, General Motors and Noble Drill 
ing Co., which operate fleets of pri- 
vate planes. Contract training has been 
given to 104 flight captains and 26 
mechanics outside of AA _ personnel. 

American’s own training reached its 
peak last year. Current training is at a 
smaller rate. That’s one reason why 
outside contracts were negotiated. The 
success of this utilization of large-scale 
facilities beyond the actual needs of 
AA leads to interesting possibilities. 
[he Ardmore Center might possibly 
inspire the air transport industry to 
establish its entire training activities 


there, working together in this activi 
ty as the airlines have joined in other 
matters such as radio. Or it might 
offer advantages for military trans 


port training. This latter is especially 


ittractive in view of the fact that 
military air transport was developed 
only in recent years and patterned 
ifter commercial airline operations— 
before the war there was only a hand 
ful of military transport planes, all 
originally designed for and developed 
bv the airlines, and during the war the 
urlines themselves conducted vast 
training as well as actual operations 
for the military. Air transport is be- 
coming more and more closely in 
tegrated with national defense. 

As for the training offered at Ard 
more, it has reached the highest stand 
ards ever accomplished in non milit iry 
large-scale aviation instruction, espe 
cially in ground-school courses. It re- 
places outmoded airline practices of 
conducting training at various air 
ports along the route, when passenger 
schedules came first and frequently 


utilized instructors, airplanes and 
crews during weather, trafthe and 
maintenance emergencies. Ardmore’s 


central school now has perfected 
highly-specialized staffs of instructors 
in ground school, flight, agent, me 
chanic, dispatcher and _ stewardess 
courses. They in turn have perfected 
elaborate synthetic training devices and 
mock-ups. Instruction itself has be- 
come an airline career job. Each class 
reom is a complete laboratory. Living 
quarters are convenient to the classes 
and flight line. Maintenance is con- 
centrated. The airport itself is a model 
installation, with 7,200-ft. runways, 
its own instrument landing system 
and off-airways freedom from traffic. 

As in other phases of recent airline 
expansion, AA’s training has caught 
up with progress and has tapered off 
into routine. It reflects not only the 
solution to many of the difficult ob- 
stacles. which 300-mph. expansion 
created but sets the pattern for new 
and more efficient training in the 
tuture.—T. A. 
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Aght Beam 
Glide Path 


re keep the red and green 
lights in view and main- 
tain your direction down the runway 
Begin to flare off when you see the 


blue light and then you'll 


vrease her 
in for a perfect landing.” 
With that parting word of advice 


several civilian pilots recently made 


their first night solo flight. Back on 
the ground again, some grinned sheep 
“You know, that 


landing than I usually 


ishly and admitted, 
was a better 
make in the daytime.” 

Behind their sudden improvement 
in skill Was anew airport landing light 


system developed by the Aviation 
Equipment Corporation of St. Louis. 
eight-day air 


Every evening of an 


show sponsored by the Minnesota 


Aviation Trades Association and re 


cently held in Minneapolis, a parade 
of airport executives and pilots went 
to the Stanton, Minnesota, airport to 
see a temporary installation of the 
lights do their job. 

We were among them. We “flew” 
the lights. They worked. 

The system is comprised ot tour 
different types of lights. Green thres- 
hold markers show the ends of the 
runway, as required by the Civil Aero- 
nautics Administration, and white 
marker lights designate its edges. But 
it was the approach light and ground 
contact units for the system that 
iwed the fliers. 

The approach unit is a sheet metal 
box about 30 inches high, wide and 
deep that sits on the left or pilot’s side 
of the runway, about 200 feet from 
the end. Cut in the front are two 
louvered slots, one showing a green 
ind the other a red light. 

[he ground contact unit is placed 
down the runway as far as possible, 
up to 2,000 feet, again on the left 
side. In size and shape it is the same as 
the approach unit, but it has only one 
louvered slot, showing blue light. 

Seen from above at night, the run 
way looks like any other, with white 
lights spaced at equal intervals along 


the sides and green lights at the ends. 
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RUNWAY 
MARKERS 
APPROACH LIGHT 


You re “On the beam” when 
both red ond green lights ore 
wiwble 


By R. E. STOCKWELL 


But as the pilot maneuvers into posi- 
tion to land he sees the red and green 
approach lights. If he should see only 
a green light, he knows he is too high. 
Then he slows his glide and lets down 
until the red shows with the green. If 
he sees only a red light, he knows he 
is too low and must correct his glide 
until the green shows with the red. 

By keeping both red and green in 
view he knows he is making the proper 
rate of descent to bring the plane in 
safely over all obstructions and onto 
the end of the runway, providing he 
maintains normal gliding speed. The 
lights are pre-adjusted to give an ideal 
l-to-7 glide path for lightplanes. They 
can be focused at other glide ratios for 
heavier aircraft or to clear obstruc 
tions near the end of the runway. 

By checking his position with the 
white marker lights on both sides of 
the runway, the pilot corrects for 
“drift” caused by crosswinds. 

As he nears the approach unit and 
the red and green lights pass from 
view, the pilot knows he is but ten 
to fifteen feet above the ground. At 
that height and position the blue 
ground contact light down the runway 
is seen, at first faintly, then more 
brightly as the plane nears the ground. 

When first he sees the blue light, 
the pilot breaks his glide and starts 
a normal flare out. As the blue be- 
comes more intense, a normal stall 
landing or wheel landing is made. 

Already airport operators see great 
possibilities in the lights. 

“With the lights | could add four 
or five more hours of flying time to the 
use of my planes each day,” one 
operator said, “and night sight-seeing 
trips are popular.” 

Initial and operating costs of the 
system are low. A “basic system” that 
will light one runway, consisting of 
two approach and ground contact units 
(one for each end), and the neces 


sary threshold and white marker lights, 


GREEN THRESHOLD LIGHTS 






sells for $1,500 ready for installation. 

The necessary neoprene-covered 
wire (it can be buried in the ground) 
can be cut to desired lengths at the 
factory and CAA approved connect 
ing plugs molded to it. 

The lights can be installed at large 
is well as small fields, though if CAA 
approval of the field is required, the 
installation must meet CAA technical 
order N1 which calls for 
marker lights every 200 feet and six 


runway 


green threshold lights at each end of 
the runway. Otherwise the installa- 


tion is virtually the same as for a 
- 7 * 


small airport. 








Approach light fixture (top) provides red 

and green light fields of visibility. Con- 

tact light (lower photo) provides blue 
light as ground contact guide. 
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It is plain that air freight’s 
glamor days are over. “Rushing 
serum to Nome” is no longer 
front page news Poday every 
hour witnesses emergency deliv- 
eries of some kind by the nation’s 
carriers of air freight 

However, such emergency 
shipments have ceased to be the 
vital part of the picture Now the 
backbone of air freight is the 
leading merchants and indus- 
trial firms who have carefully 
analyzed their costs and have 
determined that the use of air 
freight for normal shipments is 
currently 


saving them money! 


In arriving at this conclusion, 
the seller or distributor of goods 
is bound to consider several fac- 
tors. The basic tactor, of course, 
is speed. Air freight’s swiftness 
permits the catching of favorable 
markets the wide distribution 
of goods in a matter of hours... 
the ability to keep customers 
happy and well stocked... and 
savings on inventory, interest-in- 
transit, and warehousing charges. 

Then, too, there are the 
factors of cleanliness, of reduced 
cost in pac kaging and handling, 
of less loss through breakage. All 
these factors, plus speed, add up 
to lower costs better service, 
Foday, air freight has 
‘ xpande d to such an extent that 
it has become available to many 
busine SSCS whos leaders have 
not vet had a chance to investi 
gate thoroughly its manifold 
advantages. The fact that many 
internationally successful indus 
tries and merchandising organi 
zations are now using air freight 
so extensively presages an 
increasing number of air freight 
users, for which we in the avia 


tion industry must be prepared 
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Suceessiul Low-Cost 
Fly-Yoursell Rentals 


YEAR ago in Tulsa, Okla- 
homa, airport posters an- 
nounced a new rental airplane service 
featuring fly-yourself Beechcraft Bo- 
nanzas at 9 cents per mile plus 40 
cents per hour and Bonanzas for char- 
ter trips, with pilot furnished, at 12 
cents per mile plus 80 cents per hour. 
The “experts” smiled skeptically and 
predicted short life for any operator 
who rented an airplane such as the Bo 
nanza at such a low rate—Rent-A 
Plane Company, they said, would soon 
learn better through actual experience. 
But as the months passed, additional 
Bonanzas were added to the service 
and offices were opened in Wichita 
and Dallas. The first year has passed 
and Ralph D. Smith, vice president 
and general manager, points to ex- 
pansion and plans for opening the 
service in more cities as proof of its 
success. 

“We are still learning many angles, 
ind we feel we have not yet reached 
the point where we can operate by a 
cut-and-dried formula,” Smith said. 
“However, our continued operations 
and expansion are indicative of our 
SUCCESS, and we intend to continue 
expansion through profitable opera 
tions. Over a period of time the 
rental feature of our service will re 
ceive growing acceptance by business 
both large and small. It has been our 
experience that in most businesses to 
day there is a young ex-military pilot 
who more than welcomes the oppor 
tunity of flying our rental planes. This 
places hundreds of enthusiastic sales 
men for our service in every commu 
nity where we operate.” 

Requirements to rent a fly-yourself 
Bonanza are high and include a mini 
mum of 800 hrs. of flight experience, 
of which 150 hrs. must have been 
in cross-country flying. A_pre-rental 
check-out, at $20 per hour, is also re 
quired. After check-out, the custome: 
receives a “pilot rating card” qualify- 
ing him for all subsequent rentals at 
any company base without formality 
—if the customer maintains a reason- 
able experience requirement consist 
ing either of an extended cross-coun 
try or one spot landing during the pre 
ceding 45 days. 

Rent-A-Plane’s check-out is thor- 
ough because of the Bonanza’s speed, 
retractable landing gear, controllable 


propeller, manifold pressuse gauge and 
flaps. ““Those who can pass our check- 
out have proved very satisfactory from 
all angles,” Smith reported. “We give 
the customer stalls, both power-on 
and power-off, straight ahead and in 
climbing and gliding turns. He 1s 
shown correct procedure for slowing 
down the airplane on anticipating and 
entering extreme turbulence. He is 
given 180-degree side approach, 360- 
degree overhead approach power-off 
spot landings and gets high and low 
altitude emergency landings. We feel 
our rental pilots without exception can 
land the Bonanza without damage in 
event of power failure over almost 
any terrain affording a favorable land- 
ing area.” 

Each Rent-A-Plane Bonanza is 
equipped with flares but night flying 
is discouraged in both charter and 
rental flying, as is instrument flying. 
Rent-A-Plane carries full insurance 
protection but pilots renting their Bo- 
nanzas sign an agreement to assume 
the first $50 of damage on the ground 
ind the first $400 of damage in event 
of accidents while taxiing or in flight, 
except in three specific cases wherein 
the customer agrees to assume com- 
plete responsibility. These are (1) in 
accidents in which the customer vio 
lates the Civil Air Regulations, (2) 
in accidents which occur during other 
than contact daylight flight, and (3) 
in accidents occurring when the air- 
craft is flown by someone other than 
the pilot to whom the airplane wa 
rented. 

Seventy-five per cent of power is 
never exceeded by Rent-A-Plane pilots 
on charter trips and customers who 
fly themselves sign an agreement spe- 
cifying they will not pull over 75 per 
cent power and will not exceed 22 
inches of manifold pressure while fly- 
ing the airplane. 

Computation of mileage for fly- 
yourself customers is by standard re 
cording tachometers, which registet 
hours of crankshaft speed on the basis 
of normal cruising rpm. 

“Rent-A-Plane has proved a profit- 
able success despite the pessimists,” he 
said. “ Rental utilization of our Bo- 
nanzas has averaged 60 hours per 


month per airplane.” 
* * * 
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JUST AMONG OURSELVES 
(Continued from page 6) 

Sam must remember that in his be 

ign desire to foster and develop a 

new mode of transportation, he has 


kept the airways lighted for nearly 


ail 
20 years. It certainly is in order to 


Keep them ighted tor a couple of more 


now that personal aviation is taking 
to the night skies 


It seems strange that the military 


hasn’t come forth with a demand that 
the beacons be preserved. If they look 
forward to a revival of air strength 
in this nation, surely their neophyte 
uirmen will be trained in night flying. 
The beacons will serve a definite na- 
tional defense need in fostering safety 
for night training flights. 

Let’s don’t permit the suggestion 
that the lighted airways be abandoned 


tO gain any momentum. 


PRIVATE FLYING SAFETY 


U* ESS something is done 
to reduce the accident rate 
in private flying the industry can not 

he healthy measure 


ook forward to t 


of public acceptance all of us hope 


receives. The seriousness of the situa- 
tion demands not only bold thinking 
but some bold, concerted action on 
the part of both the industry and the 
government. 
A mayor 


has been taken this year by the Non- 
scheduled Flying Advisory Committee, 


step in the rignt direction 


1 group picked from all branches of 
the industry to meet four times annual- 
ly with and advise the Administrator of 
Civil Aeronautics. This committee has 
twice recommended that the spin re- 
quirement be eliminated from the flight 
test for private pilots. But it was not 
until the meeting last month that CAA 
und CAB specialists agreed with the 
Committee on spin elimination, fol- 
lowing a convincing analysis of the 
stall-spin situation by Leighton Collins, 
uir-wise editor of Air Facts magazine 
whose independent studies and research 
in the field of personal flying accidents 
over the past ten years comprise a major 


contribution to the advancement of 


veronautics. Like the apostles of old, 


t 
1 , ‘ 

Collins’ audience has not been large, 
‘ 1 | 
but it has grown with the years until 
today some concrete beneficial results 

, 

, | 


ire Deginning to s§ 


It is practically indisputable that if 
spin requirements are deleted from the 


1OW up. 


! . 
private test, airplane manufacturers 


, ' 99 
will cease building clean spinning 


urplanes and substitute aircraft in 
1 | , 
herently incapable of spinning. It’s a 


well-established fact that stall-spin 


BEGINNING 
ONTINUATION ot GI 
+ flight training 1s assured 


for another year after a tough battle 


during the last few days of the 80th 


Congress now idjourned. 
however, that it is the 


] 

We believe, 
| 
beginning of the end for GI flight 
raining. Smart operators everv where 


* 
must now start selling flight instruc 


tion to the public and stop depending 


on Fovernment money W e suggest 
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fatalities have been eliminated from 
such designs as the Stinson Voyager. 
Yet about 50 per cent of all fatal acci 
dents in personal aviation are from 
loss of flying speed too close to the 
ground in so called “‘clean spinning” 
airplanes. Also indisputable is the fact 
that teaching pilots to spin at three 
thousand feet has served no useful 
purpose because the accident record 
remains unchanged for two decades 
under obsolete regulation on the fetish 
level. 

What we need is a “Finletter Com 
mission on Air Safety,’’ made up of 
men like Collins, like Dr. P. J. Rulon 
of the National Research Council’s 
stall recognition project and like Hugh 
DeHaven, whose crash injury research 
for Cornell University is uncovering 
a wealth of material of far-reaching 
significance. Right now the entire 
matter is not coordinated. Even the 
Civil Aeronautics Board can not carry 
out its responsibilities to the Ameri 
can public because it has been ham 
strung, reorganized and starved to 
death from lack of appropriations for 
its safety bureau to such an extent au 


he 


safety has been forced to dine on t 
hind teat since 1940. 

Until this deficiency within the Fed 
eral agency is corrected and until 
some measure of coordination between 
the several isolated individuals and 
groups is worked out, we are liable to 
run along for an additional ten years 
before another significant step such as 
elimination of spins from private pilot 
tests can be accomplished. How about 
the immediate establishment of an Air 


Safety Research Committee? * * * 


OF THE END 


they establish the Ohio University 


“Cross-Country Course” and try to 
merchandise it to business men in in 
come brackets capable of supporting 
the purchase and use of personal or: 
business airplanes. Until such sources 
become the principal income producers 
for the fixed-base operator, his future 
will remain dismal. Worst of all his 
self respect will disappear the longer 


he requires U. S. handouts. x** 








COMPLETELY ALL-METAL 
“The Worlds Host 
Luxurious $-place 
Personal Plame 
“LOUNGE CAR” COMFORT! 


The ultimate in furnishings and ap- 
pointments to give you luxurious 
comfort. Spacious cabin with gener- 
ous leg and head room permits ‘‘four- 


way'' stretch... Soft foam rubber 
seats ... Rich finishing of instrument 
panel...Deep pile carpeting... 


Fiber glass sound-proofing ... and 
many other ‘‘firsts."’ 


“NEW LOOK” IN PLANES! 


A NEW postwar airplane from nose 
to tail. The all-metal high-wing and 
over-all graceful lines are accentu- 
ated by a metallic finish bronze strip- 
ing. 3,176 sq. in. of window area for 
greater visibility and added eye- 
appeal. 

~~. 
eer" ite, WRITE TODAY 
(; segerees wel —) FOR DETAILS 

FOR uTiLity 


ttt tated | 


— 
LUSCOMBE AIRPLANE CORP., Dept. 70 - 
Box 2128, Dallas 1, Texas 5 


Please send complete details on the 1949" 


Silvaire Sedan. : 
' 
C—O a P 
' 
ADDRESS__ - 
' 
— eS 
1 
AGE___ OCCUPATION_ as 
| 
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Plane Talk 
and Plane People 


By GEORGE E. 


Profitable Airport Conference 


HE Texas A. & M. College 

T series of aviation confer- 

ences have always been worth attend- 
ing largely because they are “all meat 
and no rabbit food.” Special trimmings 
such as fancy banquets, private par- 
ties in plush hotel suites, or four- 
thousand-dollar printed programs in 
five colors and bound in purple velvet 
ribbon simply don’t go on the Aggie 
Campus. This publication has enjoyed 
co-sponsoring these annual aviation 
meetings at A. & M. down through the 
vears because we see so much actual 
ideas and 


\ 


good coming from them 
uggestions gléaned from the meet- 
ngs being applied out in the field 
where you either do or don’t as far 
as making a go of aviation is con- 
cerned, Last year and this year Con- 
ference Chairman Howard Barlow, 
dean of engineering at the College, 
has been ably assisted by W. T. (Bill) 
Brown, Fourth Region CAA airport 
management consultant, whose long 
experience as ar airport manage! 
admirably equips him to engineer an 
airport management conference pro- 
gram. Largely due to Bill's efforts, 
an encouraging city-father interest in 
aeronautical affairs was in evidence 
\ healthy number of public officials, 
mayors, city managers, county and 
municipal commissioners together with 
a few civic-minded individuals from 
towns seeking airports under the Fed- 
eral airport program were in evidence. 

W hile the Conference didn’t break 
any atte ndance records, the couple of 
hundred registered participants ac 
counted for one of the most instruc- 
tive specialized aviation conferences 
ever held, largely because they got on 
their feet and talked during discus- 
sion periods. Prepared papers were of 
an exceptionally high calibre, head 
and shoulders above average aviation 
conference poop; and since this par- 
ticular summary of the Conference 
must of necessity be condensed, 
SOUTHERN FLIGHT will adapt some 
of the outstanding papers for publi- 
cation in future issues. These adapta- 
tions, plus publication of the official 
transcript by A. & M. College, will 
provide more universal dissemination 
of the many pearls of wisdom, per- 
onal airport management experiences 
and the answers to many questions 
and problems which might beset air- 
port people and people interested in 
airports who couldn’t attend the 
Conference 

Some of the papers were on non- 


airport subjects 
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HADDAWAY 


H. L. Lawrence brought us up to 
cate on feeder airline developments 
by reviewing the history of his own 
Pioneer Air Lines, first CAB certifi- 
cated feeder now applying for a 
permanent certificate. Hugh DeHaven, 
director of crash injury research, Na- 
tional Research Council, delivered an 
excellent, thought-provoking paper on 
“Safety as a Salesman,” in which he 
reported on his studies of survival 
after crash and called for improve- 
ments in airplane design which will 
take into consideration pilot and pas 
senger safety in case of accident. “Be- 
fore we try to double the number of 
private pilots,” DeHaven said, “we 
should build ships that will give good 
protection in 50 and 60-mile per hour 
accidents.”” He recommended the use 
of shoulder harness and complimented 
airplane designs which provide dis- 
tance for the engine to move back and 
distance for crash energy to be ab- 
sorbed without involving the pilot. 

Also on the non-airport side of the 
program were William M. Blain, Aero 
Insurance Underwriters, New York 
City, and A. M. Carrow, of Dick 
Powell’s National Flight System. 
Each explained the importance of 
their specialized interests in present 
aviation progress, the former on in- 
surance and its relation to operators’ 
costs and the latter on the subject of 
non-subsidized, low-cost air age edu- 
cation and flight training. Eldon 
Stout, Oklahoma aviation commission 
director, and John H. Burke, Okla- 
homa City fixed-base operator, ex- 
plained the “Oklahoma Plan” a 
unique formula for spreading air age 
education, stimulating the construc- 
tion of Class I community airports and 
for generating interest among the 
aviation people within the state to 
assist in the development of all phases 
of aviation, especially in counties and 
communities where development is 
lagging. 

Bob Oertel, veteran airman and 
manager of Standard Oil of New Jer- 
sey’s aviation department, delved into 
the problems of marketing petroleum 
products on airports. He bitterly at- 
tacked the practice of imposing un- 
justifiable charges on aviation gas and 
oil simply because it is an easy source 
of income. 

Douglas Langstaff, director of avia- 
tion for the City of New Orleans, told 
how his municipality established an 
independent aviation board which 
grants full authority to its profes- 
sional aviation executives. He out- 
lined how he gets cooperation from 





Airmen’s Calendar 


July 5-16—Institute of Aeronautical 
Sciences Annual Summer Meeting, Hotel 
Ambassador, Los Angeles 

July 16-24 Airport Construction 
Equipment Display, Soldiers Field, 
Chicago 

July 17-18 All-Dixie Air Show and 


National Trading Day, Chattanooga 


Tenn 

July 23-25—Midwest Soaring (¢ 
test, Toledo, Ohio 

July 24-Aug. I—Southwestern Soar 
nz Contest, Grand Prairie, Texas 

July 26-27 Calitornia Aviatio 


Trades Association Annual Convention, 
San Diego 
July 31-Aug. 8—International Ar 
Exposition, Idlewild Airport, N. Y 
Aug. 5-6—Illinois Air Forum, Peoria 
Sept. 4-6—National Air Races, Cleve 


land 











everyone on the airport from the con- 
cessionaires to the operating airlines’ 
personnel. 

Competing with the Oertel address 
for listener interest and for the 
amount of floor discussion was E. G. 
(Slim) Kidwell’s description of his 
transcontinental flight in a lightplane 
in order to find out what was going 
on among fixed-base operators along 
Skyway I. Slim’s report on his cross- 
country trip is now running serially in 
SOUTHERN FLIGHT. 

Pat Moore, executive director of the 
American Airport 
Executives, spoke on “Tomorrow's 
Airports Merchandising vs. Poli- 
tics.” He gave typical examples of 
airports that are being miserably mis- 
managed because of local politics and 
lack of authority commensurate with 
responsibilities of most airport man- 


Association of 


agers. 

Speakers included Dick Martin, 
forensic manager of Oklahoma City’s 
Will Rogers Municipal Airport; W. G 
Gabehart, Dobbs House, Inc., Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, who described his 
company’s far-flung airport food con- 
cession operations; and several recog- 
nized specialists from the Civil Aero- 
nautics Administration, including 
William G. Fuller, Washington, D. C., 
chief of the airport management sec- 
tion; George W. Burgess, deputy ad- 
ministrator of Civil Aeronautics, and 
Allen H. Barr, Office of Regional At- 
torney, Sixth Region, Los Angeles. 

Other Conference highlights in- 
cluded a talk by Jack C. Charleson, 
Ottawa, Canada, who is an inspecto1 
of airways for the Canadian civil avia- 
tion division, department of trans- 
port. His account of government poli- 
cies toward aviation and how airports 
are operated in Canada proved to be 
one of the most informative talks of 
the three-day sessions. 

A rip-snorting banquet address was 
a present from veteran airman Al 
Williams, iconoclastic and hard-hit- 
ting manager of Gulf Oil’s aviation 
division. Al gave the Conference a res- 
pite from pure aviation talk except 
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Dependable 


INSTRUMENT SERVICE 


hacked by SKILL 
QUALITY cud 
WARRANTY 





Universal Balancing Fixture used in all 

balancing operations. Glass containers pro- 

tect all parts. Shown ore Frank Say (stand- 

ing), Glen Corruth (foreground), Milton 
Brooks. 


Our new Approved Aircraft Instrument Repair and Overhaul Service 
for owners and operators has incorporated every essential to meet the 
most exacting requirements for dependable, accurate flight perform- 
ance. With the newest and finest tools and equipment, our air-condi- 
tioned laboratories and costly inventories of GENUINE NEW precision 
parts are continuously checked and analyzed to insure quality control. 


















it takes skill as well as top-quality materials to maintain our guaran- 
teed dependability—thirty-four years of specialized training and 
know-how. Highest standards of the instrument industry guide each 
instrument through ingenious test devices as we subject all parts and 
assemblies to exhaustive testing, adhering to strictest tolerances and 
balances in every detail. Each instrument passing our final inspection 
carries the same warranty as it did when new. NO SURPLUS INSTRU- 
MENT, WHETHER NEW OR USED, IS SOLD WITHOUT COMPLETE 
GUARANTEED OVERHAUL. 


You can always rely on dependability when you use our Approved Air- 
craft Instrument Repair and Overhaul Service. 





Note gyro in Scorsby Test, simulating roll, 
pitch, yow. Turn table is for calibration. 
Vacuum system allows simultaneous test 
of 8 gyros. Behind is portion of stocked 
parts, under constant surveillance. 


Pressure differential facilities (foreground) 
include Water and Mercury Manometers, 
valved for suction or pressure. Seven in- 
struments can be checked in large chom- 
ber, 2 in small, while 6 are tested at once 
on center mani‘old. Tachometer test (back- a 
ground) runs 12 units at once. Frank Say 
has one of the most complete technical 
libraries in the world for adherence to 
manufacturers’ specifications. 


Use Our Love Field 
Facilities PROMPT, COMPLETE SERVICE: We offer 72-hour service on your own instruments of 
all kinds, including automatic pilots, and feature exchange service in al! instruments, 


We maintain Portable Test Equipment for shipping same day your instruments are received. 


patrons at Love Field, located at Slick Air- 

ways Freight Terminal for prompt, thor- 

ough testing of aircraft instrument installa- 

tions before and cfter overhaul. VISIT OUR 

LABORATORIES at 4414 East Lovers Lone ran * oO. 
in Dalios, near Love Field. Frank Soy, 

graduate No. 46, Sperry Gyro Compass 


School, 1923, A. & E. Mechanic No. 1779; CAA INSTRUMENT REPAIR STATION No. 3819 

Glen H. (Red) Corruth, graduate Spartan 

and Sperry schools, 8 years in aircraft Telephone Lakeside-9934 

instruments with Lockheed and Slick Air- 

woys; Milton B " i 

oy to rooks, graducte instrument 4414 East Lovers Lane Dallas 5, Texas 


technician. 
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ITH a flair for 
listed complete 


metal and T-Craft with 


lines of 


three 


Pal with dual contro 


combe has discontinued all 85-hp 


LUSCOMBE, T-CRAFT LIST 1949 MODELS 


salesmanship, Luscombe and Taylorcraft have 
1949 models, 
tube-and-fabric 
$1,995 T-Craft Traveler with single controls and a $2,095 Luscombe Sky 
ls, 65-hp. 2-placers aimed at Piper’s Vagabond ($1,995 
vith one control, $2,195 with dual controls and Continental power). Lus 
and all 1948 models and a new square 


rudder and new striping distinguish 


the former with six all- 


planes. Included are a 


1949 Silvaires, which feature foam- 











rubber and chrome plush. Both new lines were listed as follows: 
| Sk i (Contine ta i DV -Side, dua 4 ntr rls $2 y>: Pa 
, ‘iT Sp ' ( ta side-by 1 5 Silvaire DeLuxe, 90-hp 
( »ped ifflers uirline-type ventilators, 
ea k ned ine I $3,395; 
4 '.) 5 ( n } ind ped for tra ng, $2,795; 5 
i) ) « i } en Specia ped wit starter generato 
" j 5 Dage age npartime $3,195 6 Silvaire Sedan 
( 1 } } “ J I nt 
{ ( " j le, w panel ew 
. " 8 Model 65 DeLuxe 
( " " " wing > panel, new 
Model BCI2D Trave 65-hp. Con 
j aa ew 
register | prote about scrap Beckworth (Tex., D.), Margaret 
ing our air power after V-J day. He Smith (Maine, R.), John Taber (N. Y.., 
ketched the struggle for individual R.), Paul Shafer (Mich., R.), Chas 


} 
freedom, how t ha come closer to 


Republican form of 


success maer oul 

vovernment than anywhere else ir 
the world and how we have to defend 
t Witnil out owl poraers, oul owl 
vyovernment, a ve a from those 
outside the nation w! vould put us 
nto collective grouping vhere all are 
made to think and to act alike 


The Zigk r Flving Service of Je 


ings, Louisiana, and the Oda Equip 
ment Company of Buffalo, Oklahoma 
gave a flight demonstration of th 
atest types of spraying equipment 


Zigle 


Oda prov ided 


during the annual barbecue. 


ised a Stearman whil 


a Cub, the latter plane being equipped 
with an ATC’ed spray rig which did 
not affect the NC licenss 

Sylvester Dayson, air-wise presi 
dent of the Premier Oil & Refining 


Company, was host to the Conference 
at a cocktail party prior to the annual 


nal bec ue 


On the Record 
recognition certainly 


OME 
should go to the members 


if the 80th Congress, who during its 
stood steadfastly by 


second session, 
aviation’s ship of state 
Speaker of the House Joe Marti: 


‘peatedly spoke out for the world’s 


trongest al force as did Senaton 
Robert Taft vho made air powe 
me of the principal planks in his 
residential nominatior race Hi 


early espousal of the world’s greatest 
actually cleared the way fon 


You 


st is as good as ours but here is one 


il! fores 


the whole program honor roll 


rathered from veral sources, con 
taining the names of Senators and 
Representative . whi espr ially cle 
serve the thank rf men 

In the House: Carl Hinshaw (Calif.. 
R.), Jo Martin (R. IL. R.), Lindley 
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R. Clason (Mass., R.), Albert J. En- 
gel (Mich., R.), Carl Vinson (Ga., D.), 
George H. Mahon (Tex., D.), William 
J. Miller (Conn., R.), Paul J. Kilday 
(Tex., D.), Abe Goff (Idaho, R.). 
Chester E. (N. H., R.), Edw. 
H. Rees (Kansas, R.), Francis Case 
(S. D., R.), Lyndon Johnson (Tex., 
D.), Karl Stefan (Nebraska, R.), 
Richard Harless (Ariz., D.), and Clair 
Engle (Calif., D.). 

In the Senate: C. Wayland Brooks 
(Ill., R.), Owen Brewster (Maine, R.), 


Merrow 


Homer Capehart (Ind., R.), Styles 
Bridges (N. H., R.), Wm. F. Know- 
land (Calif., R.), Henry C. Lodge 
(Mass., R.), Robt. Taft (Ohio, R.), 


Albert 


mond 


Hawkes (N. J., R.), 


Baldwin (Conn., R. 


and Ray 


Airplane for Sale 


N response to Les Schroeder's 
I remarks in this column last 
month we have an especially bitter let- 
ter from a disgruntled airplane owner 
who allows that if he should ever buy 
another plane (and he doubts that he 
ever will) he will wait until it’s three 
years old because of all the trouble 
he has had with bulletins and changes 
yn his first airplane. 
“Bulletins cost me 
months’ use of my ship,” he complains, 
“and now I’m trying to get rid of it.” 
The writer continues his lament 
Licensing a plane is ever so much 
fun where I live. The examiner is 90 
miles away so I fly the plane to his 
base. Mr. Big Shot was in Washing- 
ton when I flew in. He’s on the go all 
the time. I left the plane there so he 
could attach his $5 signature, there 
by making the plane airworthy. After 
the pride of ownership 
many different fees 
get under your skin 
“That bogey ‘fear’ is a joke. Ask the 


$100 and two 


begin to 


these 





wears off 








ex-plane owners if fear grounded 
them. Mr. Schroeder says if the peo- 
ple in Minnesota would fly twice as 
much, the fixed-base operator would 
be very busy. Well, his income would 
be twice as much. I am not in love 
with our fixed-base operator. I called 
him up one day last winter and asked 
if any planes were flying. He wanted 
to know who was calling, then said 
‘no.’ Since I wasn’t a student, just a 
plane owner, he didn’t want to be 
bothered. I went over to the field and 
found out he was a liar. 

“If we could fly from city limit to 
city limit instead of county limit to 
county limit, we would find more use 
for our planes. If the factory is made 
to pay for the work called for by 
bulletins, they might not make so 
many mistakes. Cut out all the paper 
work and fees that 
do with the care of the ship. Let’s cut 
out the GI program and start a self 


have nothing to 


liquidating hangar building program.” 


AIR REPORT 
(Continued from page 4) 


training in both houses of Congress 
last month saved the aviation 
program from complete annihilation. 
Final amendment on the VA appro- 
priation bill, which guarantees at least 
one more year of GI flight training, 
reads as follows: “Provided that no 
part of this appropriation for educa- 
tion and training under Title 2 of the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act as 
amended, shall be expended for tui- 
tion fees or other charges or for sub- 
sistence allowance for any 
elected where commenced by a veteran 
on or subsequent to July 1, 1948, and 
which is determined by the adminis- 
recrea 


vets’ 


course 


trator to be avocational o1 
tional in character. For the purpose of 
this proviso, training 
for the purpose of teaching a veteran 
to fly on 

connection 
templated 
shall not be considered avocational o1 
recreational.” * * * 


education 01 


related aviation courses in 
with his 


business ol 


present or con 


occupation, 





FOR SALE 


LUSCOMBE — Model 8-A — Metal 
Wing—Total Time Only 40:00 Hrs. 
A new ship for $1,645.00. 


BELLANCA CRUISAIR SENIOR— 
1946—Special Hand rubbed finish. 
Excellent Condition—$3,995.00. 


BELLANCA CRUISAIR SENIOR— 
1947—Electric Gear, Radio, All In- 
struments, Night Flying Equipment, 
Acromatic Prop. Perfect Condition 
$5,495.00 


Will accept trades on above and 


can arrange financing 
WEATHERLY-CAMPBELL 
AIRCRAFT 


Highland Pork Airport—Emerson 6-1573 
Route 7—Doalles, Texas 
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Supersonic XS-1 Flights 
Officially Confirmed by AF 


Air Secretary Stuart Symington last month 
iirmed six-month-old reports of supersoni 
flights by the Bell XS-1 by admitting the 
such flight was accomplished October 

4 1947, at Muroc, California, by Air 


rce Captain Charles Yeager, who has told 


»ress conference supersonic flight “felt swell.’ 
Air Medals have gone to Yeager and the lat 
Howard (¢ Lilly and Herbert H. Hoover 
NACA pilots, as well as to Maj. G. FE. Lund 


und Capt. J. T. Fitz-Gerald, AF pilots 

ave also flown the XS-1 at supersonic 
reeds Details of all supersonic flights are 
- eS ea 


Air Parcel Post Coming 


September 1 has been given as the date for 
start of air parcel post, authorized in 
gisiat passed before Congress adjourned 


3,366 New Military 
Aircraft for Services 


Service tunds have been allocated for 3,36¢ 
rcratt with 1949 fiscal tunds tor the Air 
Force and Navy, with AF allocations totaling 
345,16 for 2,201 planes and Navy 
/ : 653,635,000 fo 65 planes 
low Dy nanutfacturers 
Nort American: 451 F-86 jet fighters, 51 
$-45 jet bombers, 266 T-28 tricycle trainers 
mma +17 FOF jet fighters 32 Air Fors 
SA-16A a Navy JR2F amphibians, and 23 
Nat Al a planes; Lockheed 457 
F-80C jet fighters, 128 TF-80 jet trainers and 
P2\ " bombers; Douglas $6 AD-2 
ack =plar 8 F3D twin-jet he 2 
(-124-A_ transport new versior f C-74 
Boeing B bom be wrthrop 0 B-49 
wing bombers; Curtiss-Wright 88 F-87 
hghters and photo-reconnaissance versions: 
Republ 409 F-84C jet fighters; Fairchild: 99 
C-119B A \ ansports and & Navy R4Q 
t : McDonnell 79 F2H jet 
x Cha Vought + Feu jet ft 
i319 F7I ie higzhte Martin 47 AM 
ttack pla und Sikorsky » HIS and 18 
HQ)3 
Personals 
New president t Ac ca Arreratc ¢ 
| \. Lawl t 1 int sure 
Cu W rig and 
€ I i 
plane divisi 1 ( 
u © 
Sydney Carter, i 
ly i mmotior 
nanager " been 
amed adve sing and 
ib at na 


ager of Luscombe Air 
plane Corp Earlier ex 
perience vwcluded ed 
x Aviation Market 
Newsletter before join 





ing Luscombe tn v47 
enginec g ting 
America \via 
Carter N ashingto ind publ 
; s with Gk L. Martin Co., T. J. Ma 
Inc d Newell-Emmett Company 


Piper Retires $710,000 
Debts Ahead of Schedule 


\\ I Pips president as announced 
ement by Piper Aircraft Corp. of its 3-vear 
y RFC loan in less than 6 months and 
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payment of $110,000 to major creditors against he said. 
notes not due until June 15, 1951, thus re 


ducing outstanding debts to these major credi 


tors 
flec 
duc 


ted operational economies, profitable pro 
tion and steady sales and added that further 


Also, Klenke says the Voyager's gas 


consumption should have been 10.8 gallons 
hourly, or $3.02 hourly by the figures used 
to $521,000. He said the payments re in the article, instead of 11.9 gallons and 
$3.33 hourly as quoted, and oil consumptior 


should have been 18 cents instead of 23 cents 


similar payments on debts are expected to be hourly. He contends further that Voyager 
made over the next few months maintenance is less than $2.52 hourly as 
stated 


Correction 


Wilham H. Klenke, Jr., sales manager, Stin Exchanged 

division, Consolidated Vultee, has pointed 

wt «6that”6the”—=6orecently-concluded Soutn "We Trade for Anything 
ERN Fuicnr series, “Better Travel by Private 
Plane”, erred in giving the Stinson Voyager SOUTHWEST AIRCRAFT, Inc. 
factory price, with primary panel as $6,791 Meacham Field Fort Worth, Texas 
Instead, the price should have been $6,720, 





Aircraft Bought, Sold and 
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For owners and pilots who demand 
the best in aircraft radio, we have 
established a complete radio head- 
quarters at Love Field in Dallas, lo- 
cated in our own building adjacent 
to Hangar 1, just off the intersection 
of Runways 13 and 18 and fronting 
on Hangar Row. 


Before opening our own business, we operated the 
radio division of one of the Southwest's largest aircraft 
service firms. We wish to invite our many friends to 
visit our new home and to assure all pilots and owners 
throughout the country and in Latin America that they 
will receive from us the finest products, workmanship 
and service. Our team is composed of Carl Fox, E. 
(Tony) Aguilar and Lee Lanford, long identified with 
and experienced in aircraft radio installations, repair 
and maintenance. 


We are authorized sales and service dealers for Lear, ARC and 
Bendix and carry a large stock of equipment, supplies and parts 
covering a wide range of specialized installations. No job is too 
large or too small for our specialists. Aircraft storage for your 
airplane while we are working on it is always available. 


Authorized Sales and Service Dealers for ARC, Bendix and Lear Radios 
ASSOCIATED RADIO CO. 
3516 Love Field Drive Love Field, Dallas, Texas 
T ele phone Dixon 4-3363 
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SERVICE GUIDE FOR FLIERS — 


WHERE to STOP 








LOUISIANA 

FLY T0 BL ACK L AKE for giant bas crappie, bream. Year 
und season. Skilled guides. Clear 

omfy cabir nz hall. Now improving our own airstrip 

We meet arriving flier at ear-by Natchitoche Airport. Call first 

reliable fishir report and reservations 
rRICHEL’S CAMP 
Campti, La 65 Mi. S. of Seeusiennet rel. Campti 9129 








\KYW \) | Modern tourist court and restaurant across street 
kK [ from airport. A 7j-cent bus at our gate for those 
) whntow! 80 and $1 gas, all oil grade 
STO -(VER ives on airport All-weather runways 
ear-by strip on famous Cross Lake for fishing, fish dinners 
DIXIE AIRCRAFT SERVICE, SHREVEPORT AIRPARK 


Shreveport, La. Dennis Bass, Operator Telephone 4-865 








TENNESSEE 
} } Stinson Sales and Service Complete 
Maintenance all Type aircraft Excellent 
| ]} transportation to city by Airline Limousine 
service and bus . Ample hangar space for 


overnight storage 


MEMPHIS AERO CORP.—Hangar No. |, Municipal Airport 








TEXAS 
Ercoupe and Luscombe Sales & Service 
iment and ATR Courses Approved for all G.I. Traini 
HIC KS Aviation Serv — 
Highland Park Airport Emerson 6-2881 Dallas 








M \\ in Dallas top at Marshall's Field, the 
WHERE ‘ rtment Store of the Air, on the southern 
, ! f towr A. & E. One of best aircraft 

p n country. 80 and 91 gas. Fre 


COURTESY —svertation’to'nearby’ motel and steak hous 


MARSHALL'S FIELD, Department Store of 


COUNTS — 2 eee 











MAYAN Beautiful all-weather turf field, T-Hangars 
Step from your plane into our air-condi 

G U £ 5 T tioned cabins. More facilities for your vaca 
tion than any Dude Ranch in Texas’ famous 

RA NC he bh country. One mile N.W. Water Tower 
Bandera, Texas 


| WM. D. MORSE, Owner 








(r0ss- Country Pilots! ions *in famous “Cather Hote 


ith free transportation 


Just what you ne tor 

, vuund fishing ‘Hu inting it PALACIOS MUNICIPAI 
Free tie-down Hangar AIRPORT 
size ship. Mile-long con 
nwa Radio range. 80 R. T. Walker, Manager 





On the Gulf of Mexico between Houston and Corpus Christi 








SKYLINE AIRPORT, INC 
Dallas’ Downtown Airport (214 miles) 
Cab Service, Cafe, Service §&§ Repan 
Luscombe, Stinson and Aeronca Sales 
954 Forest Ave. Rd Dallas W -5456 








Airport Service 


AS WE FOUND IT 


on Cross-Country Survey 


By SLIM and FRANCES KIDWELL 


PART Ill 


| ape we said in the beginning of this series of 
reports on our recent survey flight along Sky- 
way One from coast to coast, airport service is picking 
up everywhere that progressive operators are given a 
chance to make improvements. While carrying our readers 
eastward through Alabama in last month’s opus, we com- 
mented on the lack of opportunity for progress at many 
municipal fields because city hall politicos just won’t al- 
low their airport operators any opportunity. In fact some 
of these downtown office holders also hang a ball and chain 
around the necks of their airport operators in the form of 
illogical leases and contracts, which stifle local aviation 
through excessive fees, clauses and agreements which dis- 
covrage initiative and whimiscal theories on airport man- 
agement. Until we transfer management of such airports 
from the city hall back to the airport, where it belongs, 
not much can be said about private fliers and business men 
obtaining satisfaction at such airports. 


Georgia and South Carolina 


After taking off from Auburn, Alabama, we stopped at 
several municipal fields suffering from city hall-itis. But 
there were some bright spots despite the affliction. One 
was the excellent food put out by John C. Moore’s “Flying 
Cookie Jar” at the Gainesville, Georgia, Municipal Air- 
port. Another was the outstanding operation at Anderson, 
South Carolina, Municipal Airport conducted by Ben 
Johnson. We learned the city fathers here were smart 
enough to make leases that not only avoided the usual 
“ball-and-chain” restrictions but actually became profitable 
to the city itself. Anderson Municipal is worth seeing not 
only for the service there but for its progressive manage- 
ment. 

Pretty soon we came to believe airports throughout 
South Carolina must be standouts. At Spartanburg we 
found everything impressive, especially the courteous 
service we received when we taxied up to the ramp in the 
Luscombe 90 loaned to us by the factory. Mark our words: 
\ny area where good airport service predominates, such 
as the South Carolina area, will develop public utilization 
of private planes much sooner than other areas where 
service to pilots is neglected. 

Virginia 

Leaving Spartanburg, we followed a course to Peters- 
burg, Virginia, where we passed over a big, beautiful 
concrete airport to land at Colonial Heights Airport, a 
private field. Readers have probably noted by now that 
most of our stops have been at the smaller fields. This is 
because we just naturally feel more at home around a 
small airport in a small plane. We have nothing in par- 
ticular against big airports. It’s just that we find mone 
“home folks” at the smaller fields. Birds of a feathe 
flock together, they say. That saying certainly holds true 
at Colonial Heights Airport in Petersburg. We asked the 


OKLAHOMA 
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you're flying to or through Oklahoma 


This Is Where < City, land at DOWNTOWN AIRPARK, 3 


of business district. 10 minute 
= ee y uptown. 2 macadam runways, 


You (ome in! 2. storage, gas, oil and repair service. 


Courtesy and service our motto. 


DOWNTOWN AIRPARK—OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 


J. Pat Smith, Manager 
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SK aircraft maintenance men anywhere, and 
A you'll hear high praise for the service Texaco 
Lubrication Engineers give. Flight schedules have 
been maintained and many a maintenance dollar 
saved . . . because of the willing cooperation of these 
experts. 

If you feel that your engine overhauls are too 
frequent . . . that mechanical troubles are causing 
too many interruptions in service . . . let a Texaco 
Lubrication Engineer specializing in aviation, work 
with you. His wide practical experience is frequently 
helpful even beyond the field of lubrication. 


Remember also, Texaco has a complete line of 


MORE revenue airline miles in 
the U. S. are flown with Texaco 
Aircraft Engine Oil than with any 
other brand. 





engine and airframe lubricants and aviation fuels 
... as well as a coast-to-coast set-up to assure ready 
availability of Texaco Aviation Products and Lubri- 
cation Engineering Service everywhere. 

Just call the nearest of the more than 2500 Texaco 
Wholesale Distributing Plants in the 48 States, or 
write The Texas Company, Aviation Division, 135 
East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 







Engineering Service so outstanding 
and Products so superior that... 


TEXACO STAR THEATER every Wednesday night featuring Gordon MacRae and Evelyn Knight: ABC Network. 
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“She World's Finest. Mecraft 
Pintyhes 


TITANINE INCORPORATED, UNION. N ].* WICHITA, KANSA 











AIRCRAFT FINANCING 


ANYWHERE IN U. S. A. 


| Nn C O R ‘ro 8 & FF F @ 


Boatmens Bank Bidg Administration Bldg 
St. Louis 2, Missouri Love Field, Dallas, Texes 
Phone Chestnut 894! Phone: Dixon 4-228! 




















. . . 





stocked lakes . . . hunting . . . 
appetizing food around the clock 
night-time fun-fore. €@ Make your flight 
plans now—this Summer visit the Flying L Ranch, 32 
miles W. of San Antonio at Bandera. 


Col. and Mrs. Jack Lapham, Owners. 


operator why he didn’t lease the big surplus airport with 
paved runways, now that it had been turned back to the 
city, and he said people wouldn't go that far from town 
to do business with him. He is really downtown at his 
present pcation. The operator, Mr. Walmsley, furnished 
us transportation to a good tourist home nearby for ou 
night stop. 

After visiting so many airporis recently, it is our belief 
that airport managers like Mr. Walmsley—we need many 
more like him—will definitely raise airport operation 
standards to such a high level in the next year or two 
that resistance to public airplane ownership will be greatly 
reduced if not almost totally eliminated. Our own opinion 
is that a man doesn’t buy just an airplane when he pur- 
chases a private plane—what he buys is personal trans- 
portation, and his satisfaction comes not only from the 
airplane itself but from airports and service employes 
and mechanics and tower operators and weather fore- 
casters and map makers. No matter how good an airplane 
may be, its owner doesn’t get much out of it without all 
the necessary services which contribute to its usefulness 

Take-off time to leave Petersburg next morning found 
threatening clouds moving in. By the time we taxied to 
the end of the runway the rain poured down. We sat out 
a torrential downpour (that Luscombe was really dry, 
for which we again thank the factory workers who made 
it so). As visibility improved, we climbed into the cool 
blue and headed for Central Airport at Richmond, Vir 
ginia, whose ads we had often noticed. Our own field 
back in Los Angeles is named Central Airport and we had 
long wanted to visit this Virginia “Central” to see how it 
compared with ours. We landed in heavy wind and rain 
but the field was good and well-drained even though it is 
unpaved. We made this our breakfast stop, since we got 
out of Petersburg too early to eat in an effort to beat the 
weather. Transportation was furnished us to a restaurant 
in downtown Richmond, only 3% miles from the airpori 
Upon our return we inspected the airport more closely and 
found excellent shop facilities and courteous service. Op 
erators Loving and Clark are real go-getters 


Washington and Maryland 


If we ever make another flight into Washington, D. C., 
we’re going to make Central Airport in Richmond our base 
and leave our airplane there to commute into Washington 
by bus. In Richmond you get excellent service and facilities 
while in Washington you encounter, or at least we did, just 
the opposite. If there ever was a deplorable private air- 
port situation in any locality it is in the nation’s capital, 
Washington, D. C. The fields that attract the average 
private flier are much too distant from the city and 
transportation to and from them is terrible. Operators on 
them may be doing the best they can. But distance and 
such awful transportation have them bested. 

Once we did get into Washington, however, we visited 
the AOPA office and J. B. Hartranft, meeting with him 


(Continued on page 40) 
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4 ti Plane Owners . « This Summer get up and go 
esate , places. Your airplane is transportation at its best when 


you cruise straightaway to far horizons. @ For those 


who are going places, there's Jt 







— no finer air resort in Amer- 

ica than the famous Flying L Ranch. [ Welcome 
Everything as you want it . . a SANDED: é 
hard-surfaced runways . . . sorvies 2 Hil ‘Aina Hi 
to earn your satisfaction and = 4 

fidence . . . distinctive, cozy- e “Pete 

comfort guest suites just Ce 

the turf . . . swimming pool . . 

horseback riding . . . fishing ue Pry 
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CAA has prohibited dusting with 


Convert Now to Liquid Spraying with the new patented 
Burnum Venturi 





4D pou di ’ 


SPRAY SYSTEM 


tt yo > ” | 
7 o > 
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bn basi 1g  * lures 


Cockpit control in flight for 
start-stop and metering up 
to 50 gals./min 
Venturi action eliminates 
pumps, giving automatic 
force-teed 
Perfect droplets at all times 
eliminating fogging 
Patented dispensing valves 
eliminate nozzies and are 
self-cleaning, non-clogging 
102-gal. fuselage tank slides 
in and out for passenger or 
other use 
All parts installed and op 
erated without structural 
changes 
Light weight. System weighs 
ess than seat, panel, etc., 
which are removed 
Shipped in complete kits 
with all parts, fittings, in 
structions 
Fully approved by CAA and 
nm use in many states and 
Mexico 
Easily installed by two A 
E. mechanics in only 2 
Gays 


Swit h 7 0 


BURNUM 
SPRAY SYSTEMS 
for 
BEST RESULTS 











Manufacturing, 


Lucas Field, Arlington, Texas 
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Cash in on liquid spraying for pest, weed control and defoliating with the 
sensational new PATENTED BURNUM VENTURI SPRAY SYSTEM, complete 
CAA-Approved. Old-line dusting operators have switched to our spray 
systems in Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Arizona and Old Mexico for best 
results with cotton, wheat, rice, oats, orchards, vegetables, feed crops, 
forestry and livestock. 


Eliminating troublesome pumps and nozzles, the PATENTED BURNUM 
VENTURI SPRAY SYSTEM uses 4 to 6 Alclad Venturi Dispensers mounted 
beneath the wing, each with its own spring-loaded, non-clogging, non- 
corrosive sleeve valve fed by individual lines from a pressure-tested, 102- 
gal. fuselage tank. Venturi action insures perfect droplets and avoids 
fogging. All flow adjustments made in flight ens a simple cockpit control 
which accurately meters spray from start-stop up to 50 gals. per minute. 


PATENTED BURNUM VENTURI SPRAY SYSTEMS are produced in handy 
kits, each complete with all parts and drawings and fully CAA-Approved 
for all series of Boeing Stearmans (can be adapted to other planes). Easily 
installed in only 2 days by two A. & E. mechanics, without structural changes 
of any kind. Rapidly removable for passenger or cargo in front cockpit. 


Order your PATENTED BURNUM VENTURI SPRAY SYSTEM today! Cash 
in on one of the fastest growing flying businesses ever perfected. We also 
stock for sale A-1 Stearmans modified into combination duster-sprayers. 


Burnum Aviation Company 


Sales and Installations Venturi Liquid Spraying Systems 
Tels. 869-J3 and 253W 
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[T MAKES SENSE to me—as president 
Atlantic Aviation Corporation 
and distributor for Beech Aircraft 
New England, New York and New 
sey areas — to use Esso and 
ire our planes get the 
ice protection of high- 

aviation products." 


of Atlantic Aviation Corp 
ircraft Distributor 
Teterboro... Boston 


YOU CAN DEPEND ON 


AVIATION PRODUCTS 


SOLD IN THE 25 STATES INDICATED 


"FOR FIFTEEN YEARS we've used Esso 
Products in our trucks and 
machinery on tough road construction 
jobs and found them completely 
dependable. So now, using our own 
plane to inspect widely separated 
operations, and wanting cepenZab!°2 
aviation fuels and lubricants 
I again pick Esso." 


George M. Brewster, Jr. 


Secretary, G. M Brewster & Son, Inc. 
Road Contractor and Executive Flyer 


FROM MAINE TO TEXAS hundreds of 
airports service planes with Esso 
Aviation Products...the higt- 
guality aviation fuels and lubri- 
cants that are tested and proved 
in America's largest petroleum 
laboratories by the constant 
research of over 2000 scientists 
and technicians. 
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F you landed at Tom 

Stewart Airport, Obion 
County near Union City, Tennessee, 
these are the things you might see 
children in a playground, a baseball 
club working out in the middle of the 
field, players teeing off on a golf 
course, swimmers diving into a pool, 
a horse prancing around a small track, 
wash waving in the wind, men busily 
harrowing a crop and trucks of straw- 
berries going into a hangar. But no- 
where at all would you see a white 
elephant. 

This mythical “white elephant,” 
however, is floating around the coun- 
try at some airports. Possibly he was 
first conjured up by a city mayor 





By GENE SLACK TEAGUE 


somewhere who took one look at the 
acres of runway and grass at his 
airport, threw up his hands and 
screamed, “white elephant!” Mayors 
and city governments in a great many 
places took up the refrain. They 
couldn't. see any revenue in an air- 
port. They couldn’t see an airport as 
anything more than a great field for 
airplanes to land and take off. 

For example, the mayor of Jackson, 
Tennessee, in a recent argument with 
county officials as over ownership of 
an airport and how much was to be 
paid for it, said publicly that the air- 


Tom Stewart Field near Union City, Tennessee, was bought by Obion County for $18,354. Within a year non-aviation revenue, includ- 
ing $17,000 from soybeans, liquidated the investment. 


(Fred H. Aiken Photo.) 


Tennessee Jackpot 


port would not be a paying proposi- 
tion for years and perhaps might 
never pay for itself. He estimated 
that many municipalities found their 
airports white elephants. And yet not 
sixty miles away a county-owned air- 
port, serving a smaller pepulace, was 
clearing $18,000 a year. 

This $18,000-profit-a-year airport is 
none other than Tom Stewart Field 
where all the activity mentioned above 
is going on. The man responsible for 
the growth of this county-owned 
money maker is County Judge An- 
drew L. Burrus, a man who never, 
friends say, puts a nickel in a slot 
machine but what it pays off. The 
airport has been one of his jackpots. 


Non-flying activities include a riding academy and training for Tennessee Walking Horses (left, below) and a country club with 9-hole 
golf course. That's Judge A. L. Burrus, whose planning hit the jackpot, fixing to sink a putt. 


(Fred H. Aiken Photos.) 
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In January, 1947, Tom Stewart 
Field was just another deserted Army 
field up for sale by the War Assets 
Administration. Judge Burrus, who 
had been watching the field since 
Riddle-McKay Co. built it for war 
training purposes in 1942, promptly 
talked the county into buying it for 
$18,354, a move which some people 
said would put the county exactly 
$18,354 in the hole. Instead it paid for 
itself in a year. And this is the way 
it was done. 


From Soy Beans to Golf 


The Judge surveyed the 870 acres 
of land in the project and realized 
that it was too much airport for the 
7,256 people of Union City or for the 
30,000 people of Obion County. Save 
a strip of pavement in front of the 
flight line, the field was sod. It was 
planting time and Judge Burrus 
knows farming; he laid out two run- 
ways and immediately started sowing 
soy beans on the rest of the acreage. 
That crop of soy beans brought in 
$17,000 when harvested. 

Next he turned his attention to the 
aviation revenue. He rented two steel 
hangars to local pilots for $5 per 
month per plane. He let space to two 
local flight operators in these hangars 
for $50 per month each. The National 
Guard rented one hangar for storage 
purposes for $100 a month. Gasoline 
sales bring in about $50 per month. 
This gives the field a total income 
from aviation sources of only $250 per 
month. To encourage aviation, rates 
were made low. Judge Burrus _in- 
tended to make up for it from other 
revenue 

There were lots of buildings left 
over, so the Judge set about utilizing 
them. The county needed a country 
club. A U-shaped building which had 
contained the mess hall for aviation 
cadets seemed ideal. It was _ recon- 
verted to an attractive building, sport- 
ing a billiard room, two dining rooms 
(which can be converted into one room 
for dancing), a game room in Mexican 
style, a modern lounge, and attractive 
locker, shower and powder rooms. In 
the area between the prongs of the U 
he decided to build a swimming pool. 
He approached a contractor who esti- 
mated costs at $15,000. Judge Burrus 
simply took county road grading and 
other equipment and built it for 
$5,500. 

On a strip of rolling land nearby, 
still within airport property, he made 
a nine-hole golf course. The monthly 
fees for this country club are the 
$3 per month. 

Looking around the Judge saw he 
had another hangar left, a wooden 
one. This was given to the County 
Fair Association as a permanent base 
for the fair. Another building was 
put to county use when a nearby 
school burned and the children set up 
school in a former cadet ground 
school building. Both of these projects 
represent a savings to the county. 
Besides the County Fair hangar is 


lowest on record 





JULY, 1948 





rented out during the early summer 
season to a berry processing plant 
for $500 per month. 


Homes, Ball Players and Horses 


A barracks building was converted 
into an apartment house of three 
single-bedroom apartments and two 
double-bedroom apartments. Each of 
the apartments consists of a large liv- 
ing room-—30 feet long—large bed- 
rooms, complete bathroom and kitchen 
and common laundry and_ storage 
rooms in the center of the building. 
Heating is by oil. There is consider- 
able lawn and a playground for the 
children. And all this for $40 a month 
per apartment. This building brings 
in $200 per month. 

There were several single-unit bar- 
racks left. The Judge studied these. 
They needed to be used by groups of 
people. He thought about baseball 
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farms. That led to four clubs of the 
Cleveland Indians being farmed out 
there at a total revenue of $2,100 for 
three months. These boys eat at the 
country club and workout in the mid- 
dle of the field. 

Right back of the tower there were 
two smaller buildings not in use. Here 
the Judge put his riding academy. 
This includes everyday horses for 
riding academy purposes and expen- 
sive Tennessee Walking Horses being 
trained there for show. A small track 
is adjacent. And riding is in the coun- 
tryside around the field. 

The Judge has established a com- 
munity center where his people may 
play at inexpensive rates. He draws 
out to the airport all types of people 
who will naturally add flying to thei 
other playtime activities. And he en- 
courages flying with low rental fees 
to operators and plane owners. * * * 
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offer exceptional business possibilities. 


and pilots’ lounge, al! fully furnished. 


1 T-Craft Ace, 1946, bought new. 
flares, radio. 


any indebtedness. 
flight school operation, only $65,000 
Newland Field, Wace, Texas 





For Sale: Complete Airport 


Complete Setup, Close in to Prosperous Waco, 
Texas, Population 100,000 


$65,000 
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\erial view, with downtown Waco buildings on horizon only 4\ miles away, shows 


107-acre Newland Field, with two hangars (left of center). 
all facilities, 10 airplanes, going flight school business with 35 students 


After spending 28 years in this aviation business, and making money, too, we're tired 
and want to do some loafing. Our retirement is your opportunity ; 
this well-established airport and flight school in prosperous Waco, Texas. Waco Army Air 
Field, 12 miles distant, to be reactivated in September, and nearby Baylor University 
We already have 35 students. 
Agency Certificate for Private, Commercial, Flight Instructor, Instrument Ratings. Our 
facilities for sale include: 107 acres, clear r 
for DC-3. One steel hangar, 110 by 88 ft., with waiting rooms, offices, shops, classrooms 
Shops have grinders, drill press, electric drills, 
benches with vise, welding equipment, cabinets, paint guns, air compressor, cylinder 
honing equipment, etc. One bank of all-steel T-Hangars, 32 by 120 ft., with welded steel 
trusses for another hangar of same size. Good inventory, such as propellers, landing gear 
vee's, stabilizers, rudders, elevators, dopes, fabric, sewing machine, engine parts. FLI >HT 
EQUIPMENT: 6 J-3 Cubs, all 1946 models bought new and 2 equipped for night training. 
1 Piper Super Cruiser, 1946, bought new, with lights, 
1 Stinson Voyager, 1947, bought new. 2 spare Continental A-65-8 engines 
10 parachutes. Tractor and mowing equipment. Ali property owned by us and free from 
Here's the biggest bargain anywhere for a complete airport and 
Write, wire or call Jack V. Newland, Owner, 


Completely equipped with 


Act at once to acquire 


We hold Air 


of obstructions all directions, large enough 
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Now you can get Spartan Service at Camden, 
New Jersey — the same dependable, one-stop 
aircraft service you have always received at 
Tulsa. This is for the convenience of our 
friends on the eastern seaboard. Either sta- 
tion, Tulsa or Camden will give you prompt 
service and meet promised delivery dates — 
whether it is a conversion job, overhaul or 
minor adjustment. There is no job too large 
for Spartan facilities, nor too small to be 
appreciated. And, at either station, it is 
Spartan policy to give flat rates or firm bids 
whenever possible. During 1947, 84° of 
our work was on that basis. For any standard 
job you know in advance what the charges 
will be. 


SPARTAN HAS COMPLETE DEPARTMENTS 
FOR THE OVERHAUL AND REPAIR OF: 


AIRFRAMES 


Our shop is complete with plexiglass forming 
oven, gas and electric welding, pneumatic hammers 
and metal stretchers — everything to give you 
the finest service. 


CENTRAL AIRPORT 
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 


=—S 


Repair Station No. 3530 


AERO REPAIR 


APPROVED CAA — 








Left, Spartan Aero Re- Above, Sportan Aero 
pair, Municipal Airport, Repair, Central Airport, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Camden, New Jersey. 


INSTRUMENTS 

One of the nation’s foremost instrument shops. 
Facilities for complete ‘overhaul of all standard 
electric and electronic aircraft instruments. 


PROPELLERS 

Spartan is CAA approved and factory authorized 
for servicing metal, wood and plastic processed 
types, including metal hubs. 

POWERPLANTS 

The Spartan Powerplant Division has eighteen de- 
partments, where separate operations permit each 
mechanic to become highly skilled in his work. 
RADIO-ELECTRONICS 

Complete aircraft radio servicing from a simple 
tube replacement to VHF installations or overhaul 
of automatic direction finders and similar equip- 
ment. 


PARACHUTES 
Spartan’s Parachute Loft is headed by a Master 
Rigger — one of seven in the nation with the 


skill and years of experience to merit CAA’s 
highest rating. 
SPARTAN AERONAUTICAL SCHOOLS 

“The University of Aviation,” with 28 buildings and 50 
acres adjoining the Tulsa Municipal Airport, includes 
Spartan College of Aeronautical Engineering, Schools of 
Flight, Mechanics, Radio, Meteorology, Instruments, Para- 
chutes, Link Trainer, Management and Operations. 


Write Dept. SF-78 for folder giving all Spartan Aero Repair Services 


SPARTAN 


MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 


APPROVED CAA 


, 4 °. Repair Station No. 50 
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Survival for Fixed-Base Operators 


Better airplanes and airport distribution as well 


ITHIN the last year some 
\4 180 fixed-base operators in 
all parts of the country have had ther 
business methods, their business his- 
tory and their hopes for the future 
under the close scrutiny of two able 
economists, Lynn L. Bollinger and 
Arthur H. Tully, Jr. The results of 
their investigations have just been 
published and herein we find the an- 
swer to the question: “Why don’t 
fixed-base operators make money 
without being bolstered up by CPT, 
GI and other government-financed 
training programs?” The answer to 
this question and how it may be im- 
plemented is vital to the future of 
private flying and to the continued 
existence of the smaller airports. The 
reading of this report is, therefore, 
a must for fixed-base operators and 
airport managers. 

The “characteristic fixed-base op- 
eration” ordinarily combines at least 
four activities: (1) Flight sales in- 
cluding flying instruction, aircraft 
rentals and charter trips; (2) sale of 
new and used aircraft; (3) repairs 
and parts sales, including maintenance 
of aircraft and engines, and the sale 
of parts; and, (4) line service and 
storage including’ gasoline _ sales, 
hangar storage charges, and aircraft 
tie-down or parking fees. The fixed- 
base operator, therefore, has both a 
product and a service to sell and on 
the face of it should, with his varied 
activities, have a good business pro- 
vided his location and other factors 
are satisfactory. Out of the 180 fixed- 
base operations studied by Bollinge: 
and Tully, only forty-four provided 
financial statements having sufficient 
comparability. Of these 55 per cent 
earned a clear cut operating profit in 
1946 but only of a size which might 
be completely “eradicated by the ap- 
plications of more conservative ac- 
counting practice.” These 44 operators 
“show a total sales volume of $20,- 
206,000 upon which the net profit after 
all losses, but before income taxes, 
amounted to a little under $470,000 or 
2.3 per cent.” Bollinger and Tully con- 
clude that “by conventional tests, a 
large proportion of fixed-base units 
were found to be in a precarious finan- 
cial position.” 

Bollinger and Tully state that the 
“basic weakness of the industry was 
found to be attributable not so much 


Norte: This is a disc 
ons to be learned from a reading of Personal 
lircraft) Business at Airports by Lynn I 
Bollinger and Arthur | Tully, JIr., Division 
f Research, Harvard Business School, Bost 
64.25 


ussion of the chiet les 
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to the obvious inadequacies of capital 
and management employed in sales 
and service operations, as commonly 
supposed, but more to inherent limi- 
tations of the product itself.” The 
fixed-base operator’s two products 
are: (1) The airplane itself, and (2) 
flight services. 

Assuming that government-subsi- 
dized civilian flight training will not 
continue indefinitely, the industry 
finds itself facing an “extremely dif- 
ficult transition period” with little 
evidence that private purchase of 
flight lessons will adequately fill the 
place of the GI program. The market 
prospects for the other product, the 
airplane itself, “which he sells eithe 
directly or in bits-and-pieces in the 
form of hourly rentals,” also seem 
doubtful. “For the fixed-base indus- 
try to be prosperous at its current 
size without government-subsidized 
training would, it was estimated, call 
for an annual sales volume of be- 
tween 40,000 and 60,000 aircraft. An 
annual volume of around 30,000 should 
permit the majority of companies to 
stay in business although at a sharply 
reduced scale of activity. On the other 
hand, an annual volume much unde? 
this level (which is still well above 
the 1947 level) will probably find the 
aircraft business en- 
countering real hardship without the 
support of government-subsidized 
flight training.” 


sales-service 


Where has the product been found 
inadequate? As far as the airplane 
itself is concerned “the most basic 
and controlling factor is the useful- 
ness of the vehicle.” Here much needs 
to be done in order for the airplane, 
as a vehicle of transportation for the 
private operator, to obtain a high 
volume of usage even after its utility 
has been improved. 

To make a private plane useful the 
owner must be able to go places. 
Hence “the immediate future of the 
entire personal aircraft industry” de- 
pends upon the development of a 
larger number of strategically located 
landing areas. “Especially vital is the 
need for landing facilities close to 
trading centers to permit direct ac- 
cess by air to and from smaller com- 
munities. Likewise of critical impor- 
tance is the need for airparks amidst 
the heavily populated 
areas. As the number of places the 
airplane can land are increased, the 
safety of the vehicle for cross-country 


metropolitan 


as more capital and management are vital factors 


flying is also improved. Directly in 
proportion to such increase in the 
safety and utility of aircraft, the 
volume of usage can be expected to 
increase—then and only then can the 
other impediment, that of high cost, 
be substantially reduced.” 

The future of the fixed-base opera- 
tor appears, therefore, to be dependent 
on (1) a better airplane to sell and 
use, and (2) more and better located 
airports, as SOUTHERN FLIGHT 
editors have long pointed out. The 
“critical and immediately vital ques- 
tion is concerned with the possibility 
of the conventional type airplane’s 
being improved and modified  suf- 
ficiently to permit practical attain- 
ment of more of that vehicle’s in- 
herent utility.”” The conclusion reached 
by Bollinger and Tully is that “at the 
present stage of development the in- 
dustry appears to have greater need 
and opportunity for progress through 
placing more emphasis on the vehicle’s 
capacity to use safely (and quietly) a 
much smaller landing area instead of 
concentrating upon the two more 
common objectives of attempting 
either to make the airplane capable of 
greater speed between the existing 
type airports or else attempting sim- 
ply to make the old style vehicle 
cheaper without changing its basic 
characteristics.” 

The difficulties of the fixed-base 
operators disclosed by the Bollinger 
and Tully study appear to be: (1) A 
shortage of working capital; (2) poor 
location; (3) over-expansion engen- 
dered by optimism as to the perma- 
nency of the GI training program and 
the market for private planes; (4) 
lack of flexibility in operation with 
too high a proportion of fixed costs 
in relation to variable costs; (5) 
faulty integration of operator capa- 
cities with activities; (6) too great a 
reliance on and attention to the GI 
program and neglect of the other 
customers; (7) ineffective promo- 
tional and sales efforts; (8) poor se- 
lection of product line and failure to 
fit the local market; (9) inadequate 
operational, inventory and shop con- 
trol. Even with the utmost co-opera- 
tion from all concerned it is doubtful 
if some operators will be able to sur- 
vive. How great this number will be 
depends on three unpredictable fac- 
tors: “(1) The length and severity of 
any business recession that may oc- 
cur, (2) the rate of curtailment of 
the government-financed GI training 
program, (3) the time that will be 
required for development of the prod- 
uct (and its landing areas) so that 
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the industrv’s demand may rest or 
a more solid foundation of utility.” 

From Bollinger and Tully and othe) 
studi it is safe to conclude that 
there are several deve iopments which seems 
eem needed if private flying is ship 
to increase to the point where it af 
fords a mass market for plane manu planes 
facturers and for more than a few tions 
thousand fixed-base operators. Thes« 
ure with 

] \ aft suitable for cruising i want 
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ndividual flier. It may become unde 
sirable continue l the sam 
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learn to pilot a plane without 
the outlay of much money and without 


a 


as they now exist, 


ownership and which will eliminate 
much of the public objection to the 
development of near-in airports. 
Without these six developments, it 
unlikely that airplane owner- 
can become general enough to 
constitute a market for many small 


It is true that under condi 


e market is not what is needed for 


discounting 
the abnormal 1946-1947 years, people 
money and leisure will probably 
to fly in increasing numbers 
small, custom-built, motorboat 





the survival of the fixed-base opera- 
tors, for the smaller airports, or for 
the aircraft manufacturers. What is 
needed is a large market and the re- 
sponsibility for initiating these six 
steps rests upon both the operators 
and the manufacturers. Not until 
public convenience justifies it can the 
government spend its revenues in 
facilitating private flying. Private 
flying will develop only if the public 
wants it, and in its development lies 
the survival of the fixed-base op 
erator. * * * 
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Omni-Directional Ranges as well as 
operation on both types of VHF 
Runway Localizers, and the VHF 
Visual-Aural Airways Ranges. 
Simultaneous voice feature is includ- 
ed on these ranges. The tunable 
A.R.C. Receiver permits selection of 
any VHF aircraft frequency. 


HF 


The Type 15A VHF Navigational 
Receiving Equipment (illustrated) 
provides for reception on the new 





Airborne Equipment for; 
OMNI-DIRECTIONAL RANGES 
RUNWAY LOCALIZERS 
VISUAL-AURAL RANGES 
SIMULTANEOUS VOICE 
GCA VOICE RECEPTION 


The A.R.C. Type 17 or A.R.C. Type 
18 is the companion communica- 
tion equipment normally asso- 
ciated with the Type 15A. The 
Type 17 VHF Communication 
Equipment adds independent 
two-way VHF communication fa- 
cilities. The Type 18 adds VHF 
Transmitting Equipment only. All 
Type 17 and 18 units are type- 
certificated by the CAA, 


The dependability and performance of these VHF Com- 
munication and Navigation Systems spells increased safety 
in flight. Specify A.R.C. for your next installation. 
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Questions and Answers 
For Airport Operators 


Oklahoma Steps Ahead 


QUESTION: I was in Hugo, Okla- 
homa, last week and heard from some 
of my friends there that a local avia- 
will allow the person interested in fly tion club had been started. I under- 
that all over Oklahoma these 
organizations are being formed. What 


tion Commission, the program ap 
pears to be a well-organized effort 
to provide in each community, 
whether large or small, a group of 
local people who, through their in 
terest in community progress and wel 
fare, can keep alive and progressive 
their community’s airport and avia 
tion position. 

The membership is not confined to 
flying people. In fact the idea is to 
bring in as many non-flying people as 
Through the medium of 
public relations 


possible. 


organization, good 











The S. A. LONG CO., Inc. 


wrteceivsé . KANSAS 
Wholesale Distributors 


AVIATION SUPPLIES 
ACCESSORIES and INSTRUMENT OVERHAUL 
Cc. A. A. Approved Station No. 2783 
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and air age education, it is believed 
such groups can take active part in 
securing wider acceptance of aviation 
at the local level. 

Such organizations are considered 
especially desirable in the smalle: 
communities, where few, if any, avia- 
tion activities already exist. Dozens 
of such small towns could fill thei 
eeds with a low-cost flight strip. But 
vith local interest 
rganized and unassisted, years may 


lagging or un 


apse before even minimum facilities 
obtained. It is felt that such 
take a strong part in 


can be 
ocal clubs car 
providing the interest necessary to es 
tablish landing strips where none exist 
or to improve existing facilities wher 
ich improvement is needed 

For detailed 
homa’s 


Okla- 
program in ail 


information on 
outstanding 
age education, you may write to John 
H. Burke, director, Oklahoma Avia- 
tion Association, Wiley Post Airport, 
Oklahoma City, or Eldon Stout, direc 
tor, Oklahoma Aviation Commission, 
state capitol, Oklahoma City. 


Turf Use on Major Fields 


QUESTION: My brother and I have 
just finished a 4,500-mile tour in a 
two-place aircraft, visiting a number 
of busy airports. We noticed that on 
some of these airports, aircraft such 
as ours used the grass for landings 
and take-offs while the big stuff and 
airlines used the runways. Yet on 
other busy major ports we were told 
to use runways only. In one case we 
were in a string of seven aircraft of 
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RENAMED AND REOPENED IN DALLAS, old Lou Foote Airport on Waco highway South 
of city is now “Highway 77 Airport,” operated by Davis Speight, who offers cut-rate 
gasoline to TPFA members in July-August. Facilities include Jeep auto rentals, repair 
shops, storage in four 80 by |20-ft. hangars each with auto storage for customers, and 
all-weather runways of 4,500 to 6,000-ft. lengths, including dual N-S strips. 


all types, waiting to take off. If we 
could have used the grass we wouldn't 
have waited and we wouldn't have de- 
layed a DC-3 behind us. Why can’t all 
airports with runways allow small 
planes to use the turf, thereby speed- 
ing up traffic and actually making it 
safer in the landing patterns? 


ANSWER: We wish we knew why 
large airports haven't 
something about that problem. Actual- 
ly, where major airports take full ad- 
vantage of paved and unpaved sur- 
faces, they accomplish two very im- 
portant things. First, they increase 
the actual capacity of the landing 
area. Secondly, they reduce delays to 
non-scheduled and scheduled traffic 
alike. 


But several 


more done 


facts must be 
considered. Turf areas must be clear, 
safe for small planes. 
Where taxi strips and runways cross 
the turf their surface must be kept 
level and even by care and attention. 


majo1 


smooth and 


Drainage outlet covers must not trap 
small tailwheels. Constant inspection 
of turf areas is required to prevent 
ruts, holes and obstructions from be 
coming dangerous. This all takes time 
and money, but measured against time 
lost in delays it seems a cheap way to 
increase traffic and safety. 

It goes without saying that turf 
must be kept mowed. Lights of a type 
other than flush-type may make the 
use of turf undesirable. Then there 
is the very important provision of a 
safe and suitable traffic pattern to 


(Squire Haskins Photo.) 


avoid conflict between the runway 
and the turf traffic. Where the field 
layout is such that lightplane traffic 
can operate on the left side of the 
runways in use it does not present 
too difficult a problem. If the stand- 
ard pattern is left-hand, then your 
turf traffic operates in a smaller pat- 
tern inside the larger runway traffic 
pattern. To arrive at the proper pat- 
terns and variations will require co- 
ordination between all the elements 
of local aviation airport manager, 
operators, airline, and CAA. Planning 
and control are necessary. But it can 
be done. We have seen it done under 
very heavy traffic conditions. Dur- 
ing the war it was done at Kansas 
City, one of the few major airports 
on which lightplane traffic and train- 
ing were not barred. 


Airport Cropping 

QUESTION: My wife and I own 
and operate an airport on 160 acres 
of pretty good land. Our two landing 
strips form an “L” and our only 
hangar and lean-to is near one side. 
This leaves us about 92 acres of the 
quarter section we don’t use and don't 
need for flying. Last year it cost us 
around $75 each time we had it mowed 
clear of weeds. My wife is convinced 
we ought to farm it but I'm no farmer. 
What can you suggest? 

ANSWER: There is an increasing 
trend on public and private airports 
toward utilizing every inch of space 
not needed for aeronautical operations 
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in some manner which will be produc 
tive of revenue. Don’t be worried by 
the fact that you are not a farme) 
Let somebody who is a farmer have 
the 92 acres to farm on shares 

It will probably be desirable to de 
fine exactly the areas you want to usé 
for landing strips. Since the acreage 
s small, you will want the farmer to 
itilize the best-paying crop and the 
ynne least likely to interfere with yow 
flying. You will want to avoid alte: 
field’s drainage 


ng or damaging you 


Clean Restrooms 

QUESTION: One of the city com- 
missioners came out to our Municipal 
Airport and said he found the men’s 
washroom so filthy it was a menace 
to the public health. The airport | 
manage is in a town where we have 
only four airline flights daily and a 
fair number of private planes. Our 
terminal is a converted military build- 
ing and the people on the field as well 
as people from town are in and out 
all day long. I've tried to get every- 
body to treat our washrooms like they 
do their own bathrooms at home but 
the situation gets so bad I'm tempted 
to close up the rooms. We can’t afford 
a lot of janitors. How do other air- 
ports take care of such problems? 


ANSWER: Some don’t but 


lo. If you close up the washrooms lhe 


many 


cause you haven't been able to keep 
t helping 


them clean, you will not be 
the airport any. As we remember the 
typical military building toilet, it wa 


ust about as attract as a hors 


stall. But there was always plenty of 
manpower to keep it clean. When you 
converted your building into a term)- 
nal, you probably prettied up the wait 
ing room, the ticket counters and the 
exterior of the building and forgot 
that more people go to the washrooms 
than to the ticket counters. To keep 
your washrooms clean and attractive, 
they have to start out clean and at 
tractive 

\ little more money spent at the 
start on wall board, paint, light fix 
tures, self-closing waste receptacles, 
ventilation and mirrors will pay divi 
dends in making the user respect the 
facilities. That isn’t enough, of course 
Keep the towel boxes full and the 
receptacles emptied. Keep the 
soap dispensers and toilet paper racks 
filled. If you will spend money to have 
one of your field men double as a 


waste 


janitor and have him see that the 
place is clean and kept clean it will 
save you many a headache. 
Cleanliness encourages care; care 
lessness and neglect invite abuse 
Don’t permit a scribbled comment to 
stay on a restroom wall it will en 
courage a witty reply. Repaint fre 
quently and keep the floors scrubbed 
If you are trying to merchandise you 
airport, clean and attractive rest 
rooms are a must. In the long run it 
won't cost you as much as you think 
{nd above all remember that a toilet 
soon has an “air” about it if natural 
or mechanical ventilation isn’t ade 
quate and if scrubbing and deodorants 


are not used liberally. ® * ® 
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PRECISION... 


Is the One Requirement 
Discriminating Aircraft Owners 
Who Know Quality Insist On. 
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(Continued from page 30) 

and two of his staff, Mr. Wilson and 
Miss Willis. They will sell even the 
most skeptical on what they are do- 
ing, which is a splendid job. Thei: 
accomplishments for private flying 
are many. We also visited James 
jenefer of the Washington Board of 
Trade and were given a progress re 
port on the Skyway One marking pro 
gram. 

Heading north again, we learned 
at Cumberland Municipal Airport in 
Maryland how cities sometimes make 
very bad lease deals concerning lia 
bility and revenue. But Jack Dela 
Grange, the present incumbent, im- 
pressed us as being capable of pulling 
them out of the situation by making 
many friends in the flying business 
with the excellent service now avail- 
able. This airport should be considered 
as a Number One fuel or RON stop 
by anyone in that vicinity, as service 
is tops and transportation to town 
is good. (Next Month: Weather i: 
Pennsylvania) 
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BROAD and NELSON 


ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, 
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Succeeding Thos. D. Broad, Architect 
fer Dallas Air Terminal, Love Field; 
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On the field 
or in the air... 
anytime 
anywhere... 


You'll see more 
personal planes 
equipped with 
Sensenich 
Propellers than 
any other make. 


Why? 


Not only because Sensenich 
makes more propellers — but 
Sensenich makes ‘em better! 
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7. pilot who flies with Eclipse-Pioneer instruments has the 


top hand—all the time. He doesn’t have to guess, or “‘fly 
by the seat of his pants,” because Eclipse-Pioneer stands for 


accuracy from the word go. 


Precision is the keyword—and precision is the word for 
Southwest Airmotive’s sales, installation and service of 
Kclipse-Pioneer instruments, too. As the authorized distributor 
and service depot, SAC has the know-how, the equipment 

and the trained personnel to help you get the most out of every 


Eclipse-Pioneer instrument... and that’s plenty! 


Come to the best instrument men in the country for the 
best instruments made. . . for sales, service and repairs ee6 for 


radium painting ... for custom panels of finest quality. 





Write today for your copy of SAC’S overhaul and exchange LOVE FIELD *® DALLAS 





flat rate catalog — you'll like SACS way of doing business! CAA Approved Repair Station No. 195 





